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Ifbiise protests Islamic resolution 

-AMMAN (Pctia) — A group of 42 members of the Lower House of 
Finmn ratMqqday i ssued a statement criticising the final communique 
™ nfeanc summit conference in Dakar earlier this month for 

-^cxanainga danse c alling for jihad (holy war). “By cancelling the danse, 
* the com m un iq ue is regarded as an inierfenroce in the faith of the Islamic 
Jusnon because no one has the right to cancel any of Islam's Kay*? duties,” 
.. stetem ? t sa * tL The signatories declared their total rejection and 
'coadeinatfttoa of the summit's resolution, reaffirming the belief in what 
they said divine pgtat” for Muslims to wage jihad. “Jihad is the right of 
aB Mtsdims struggling a g ahw t the challenges of the present and the 
future, the statement added. The deputies said chat the exdushn of the 
«■** comrar y 10 *** 198 1 Mecca declaration, and they urged 

Arab ana Islamic governments to deonouce the Dakar resolutions. Crimes 
y*? st axanchi were sent to the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
recremxut, the Arab and lslainic parliamentary unions and the World 
Idamh: League. 
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Jordan appeals to world to help Iraqis 

AMMAN (R) — King Hussein made an emotional appeal Monday for 
addon to relieve the suffering of the Iraqi people under U.N. sanctions. “I 
hope there win be a time very very soon that the needs of the Iraqi people 
will be addressed 00 a humanitarian level in a manner that is compatible 
to people’s needs,” the King said in a joint interview with Reuters and the 
international television agency Visnews. “Men, women and children... 
their cause must be addressed. One cannot look the other way at their 
suffering,” the King said, emphasising that be was retiring of the ordinary 
people and not the ruling elite. “I believe this problem can't continue.” 
Jordan is the main conduit for Iraqi imports of food and humanitarian 
supp lies, cot subject to the U.N. embargo. It has been granted special 
dispensation by the U.N. Sanctions Committee to import Iraqi ofl and oil 
prod ucts- The United States has said sanctions cannot be lifted while 
President Saddam Hussein remains in power. 
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Israeli refusal to budge keeps talks bogged down 


^ By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
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HAVING RECESSED for a long 
weekend, Arab-Israeli bilateral 
negotiations resumed, with the 
issue of independent Palestinian 
representation again dominating 
talks: But after their first session 
Monday the parties did not 
appear closer to agreement. 

The heads of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian teams met for two 
hours with their Israeli counter- 
part, EHyaknn Robe ostein, in the 
corridor of the official site at the 
State Department, only to discuss 
proposals and counterproposals 
on bow to solve the impasse over 
Palestinian representation nj the 
talks. 

The Jo rdanian and Palestinian 
delegates started off by submit- 
ting two proposals, or options as 


some Arab delegates preferred to 
call them, to ensure independent 
Palestinian representation with- 
out giving an excuse to the 
Israelis to further hold up prog- 
ress in the talks. 

The Israelis, in effect, rejected 
the proposals by submitting a 
counter proposal that apparently 
was not much different from ear- 
lier Israeli proposals which have 
tried to water down the Palesti- 
nian identity and preventing the 
Palestinian representatives from 
playing their full role in negotiat- 
ing their own agenda, according 
to Arab delegates. 

“We are about to begin study of the 
Israeli counter proposal,” a Jorda- 
nian delegate said, upon the delega- 
tion's return from the morning ses- 
sion. “There will be a meeting to 
study it before going back to the State 
Department for the afternoon session 
(at 4:30 p.m. Washington rime),” be 


added. “But I do not think (the 
Israeli proposal) is much better than 
earlier ones. The Israelis remained 
stubborn about their position on 
diluting the Palestinian identity and 
representation.” 

Upon emerging from the State De- 
partment, Jordan's chief negotiator 
Abdul Sal am Majali said he did not 
feel there was any land of progress 
made, and there were no contacts 
with (he co-sponsors over the talks. 

“It looks tome the same as the one 
wc had before. I couldn’t put my 
finger on any new change,” Dr. Ma- 
jali said of the latest Israeli proposal. 

Palestinian delegation leader 
Haidar Abdul Shafi said after the 
morning talks : “I'm afraid there is no 
progress... the Israelis do not want to 
recognise the independence of the 
Palestinian delegation.” 

“We are heading towards a dead- 
lock. However, we agreed to meet 
again this afternoon in a final attempt 
to get round the problem,” he said. 

The Israelis are not adopting a 


positive attitude, be said, adding that 
the evening talks will be the “last 
chance," to avoid a deadlock. 

Mr. Rubcnstein contended his de- 
legation was the one offering all the 
peace proposals. Commenting on Dr. 
Abdul Sbafi's statement about the 
“last chance,” he said this is the 
Palestinian view adding that he did 
not want to continue the dialogue 
through the media. 

He did not explain what he meant 
by talking through the media, but 
sources close to the Israeli delegation 
said he probably was referring to the 
fact that news of the two-Jordaniao- 
Palestinian proposals reached the 
press while the meeting was still 
taking place. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, asked what the 
Palestinians and Jordanians would do 
if they felt progress was impossible, 
said, “Maybe wc need the efforts of 
the sponsors. ” 

The United States, the main co- 
sponsor, has kept its distance bom 
the talks, saying it is up to the 


negotiators to solve their own prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Rubinstein, however, dented a 
deadlock was imminent. 

“We will continue negotiating 
directly,” be said. “There's no ques- 
tion of deadlocking or anything of this 
kind." 

Mr. Rubinstein said Israel's new 
ideas “could instantly resolve what 
needs to be resolved and (enable us) 
to go into the room and negotiate.” 

As the peace talks resinned on 
Monday, Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi told reporters the 
Palestinians would suggest “to have 
just the three heads of delegations 
meet in the meeting room and work 
out two consecutive meetings today 
— one Israeli-Palestinian and one 
IsraeJi-Jordanian. ” 

The aim was “to get down to 
substance and not to get entangled in 
issues of disagreement,” she added. 

Dr. Ashrawi described the propos- 
al as “the short-cut — the high road." 
If Israel wanted to tackle difficult 


issues, the Palestinians were willing to 
do so, again through a meeting of the 
three delegation leaders. 

“We want... to break the impasse 
of corridor diplomacy, to sit down 
and overcome the procedural issues,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Dr. Ashrawi criticised the United 
States for staying our of the despute 
last week but said she expected that 
to change. 

“The U.S. side, and the Israeli 
side, have fallen under the pressure of 
time. It seems the United States will 
start a phase in which it plays a more 
positive and more constructive role 
than it was playing,” she said. 

Israeli spokesman Benyamin 
Netanyahu accused the Pales tinians 
of raising impossible issues in an 
attempt to wreck the Calks and drag 
the United States in as mediator. 

“This has not been a good day for 
peace,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, deputy to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, cited what 
he called “a marked escalation of 


violence" tty Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, and a lack of conde- 
mnation from Palestinian officials. 

“It is incompatible talking about 
peace in Washington and fomenting 
violence, murder and terrorism," be 
asserted. 

In its simple form, the first 
Jordanian-Palestinian proposal, or 
option, suggested that the leaden of 
the delegations meet in the officially 
designated room for a limited period 
of time to be followed by meetings of 
the two tracks. 

“The beads of delegations, we feel, 
should discuss immediately what 
time, when and where the others 
should meet — the two tracks should 
meet and start working on substance, 
on the agenda and not get bogged 
down in more proposals and counter- 
proposals,” Dr. Ashrawi said before 
the negotiators went to the State 
Department. 

The essence of the second propos- 
al, which was more detailed, con- 
tained and stressed the principle of 


the two tracks, bur stipulated that the 
joint delegation could meet to discuss 
procedural issues only with the 
mutual consent of Arabs and Israelis. 
According to this proposal, leaders of 
the delegations could meet at any 
time to discuss whatever issues that 
need to be discussed. 

“We do have a detailed proposal 
that talks about mechanisms and talks 
about further work and coordination 
among the three parties on the basts 
of toe two track approach," Dr. 
Ashrawi said. “But, we feel if we start 
discussing aQ these procedural issues, 
then it is going to take a long time to 
get to the substance,” she added in 
answer to a question on why two 
proposals were offered. 

The Israelis reject the joint delega- 
tion formula for convening the joint 
meeting and want the joint delegation 
to meet upon any party’s request. 
They also insist on reducing the num- 
ber of delegates in the two tracks 

(Continned on page 5) 


-TV. 

Off Q£ 

eta & 
as tor 
oo Fir 
he « 
aril* 
Intent 

DU 

repos' 

overt! 

pthj: 

b it 
codec 
HOC It 

inthix 
a to* 
esalei 
tor-pa 

, dx* 

QtiOH 

adjal 

■sforJ 

jmiE 

id. » 
ian * 

ivffiW 


rs,B 
I, OH* 
ards 

J’H 

ife.Br 

djbob 

acofc 

:fesfr 

Ho* 


King: No retraction from 
two-track peace talks 

Jordan will consider moving venue but not now 
Little headway in efforts for Arab reconciliation 
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By Rena Sabbagb 

Reuter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Monday Jordan in- 
sisted on a two-track approach in 
Middle East peace talks between 
Israel and a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation held up in 
Washmgton owr.prooethire._. 

“I believe our position is very, 
very dear,*’ King Hussein said in 
an interview with Reuters and the 
international television agency 
Visnews. 

“We have started (peace talks) 
on the premise that there are two 
tracks, a Palestmian-Israeli one 
and a Jordanian-Israeli one, as is 
the case of the rest of the Arab 
states,”- be added. 

“ This is precisely bow it started 
and this is precisely how it is 
going to go,” he declared. 

The King spoke as Arab and 
Israeli negotiators were about to 
resume talks in Washington, 
picking up the threads of a dis- 
pate over the format of the 
Israeli-Palestmian talks for the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The talks, part of the Middle 
East peace process launched in 
Madrid on Oct. 30, went into 
recess on Thursday after three 
days of probing. 

But the Israeli and joint 


Jordanian-Palestinian delegations 
spent nearly 20 hours in the corri- 
dors of the U.S. State Depart- 
ment because they could not 
agree on whether to sit down in 
one room or two. 

The Arab side wants the 
Palestinians to negotiate self-rule 
independently of the Jordanians, 
while the Israelis, reluctant to 
treat Jhe. Palestinians as equals,. 
want the Jordanians to retain a 
supervisory role. 

“Just as an example, what has 
Jordan, in the face of the argu- 
ment that die Israelis have put 
across time and again, got to do 
with Gaza,” the King asked. 

He said Gazan doctor Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, head of die Palesti- 
nian team within the joint delega- 
tion, and other delegates who 
come from the tiny coastal strip, 
should talks about Israel’s 
occupation of Gaza. 

“Gaza is an important element 
in resolving the Palestinian 
dimension of the problem as it 
pertains to Palestinian rights pn 
Palestinian soil under occupation 
now by Israel,” be added. 

The peace talks, sponsored by 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union, are based on U.N. Re- 
solutions 242 and 338 demanding 
Israel to return Arab territories it 
captured in the 1967 Middle East 
war in return for peace. 


“It is unfortunate that there is a 
lot of waste in terms of time and 
effort in what appears to be man- 
euvering at this stage, rather than 
entering into substance,” the 
King said. 

The King said he rejected for 
the time being Israeli efforts to 
move peace talks from Washing- 
ton to the Middle East, adding 
that such, a move could be discus- 
sed at a later stage and after some 
progress was achieved. 

Israel wants to win Arab recog- 
nition by bolding the talks in 
Israel and Arab capitals. The 
Arabs are determined to with- 
hold such recognition uri til Israel 
agrees to start withdrawing from 
the, occupied territories. 

“In terms of direct negotiations 
here in the region, it is impossible 
because Palestinians cannot 
negotiate under occupation and 
duress and because it is physically 
and emotionally impossible at 
this stage to arrange for such 
meetings to take place im- 
mediately in die vactnity,” he 
said. 

When negotiations “have co- 
vered a lot of ground and seen 
results,” Jordan would look at 
the possibility of a move, the 
King said. “But right now it has 
to be there (in Washington).” 

Kmg Hussein also said he had 
made little headway through his 



exhaustive efforts to repair Jor- 
dan’s relations with Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf Arab states since 
fbe end of the war over Kuwait. 

But he said he was satisfied 
that Jordan’s ties with the West, 
also severely strained during the 
Gulf crisis because of Jordan’s 
perceived pro-Iraqi stance, had 
improved tremendously. 

“...I believe the outside world 
knows us better and understands 
more clearly where we stand,” he 
said in a reference to Jordan’s 
opposition to Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait and its futile 
efforts to avert the Gulf war. 

“As regards our (Arab) 
brethren, well, there is nothing 
more l can do, or we can do,” he 
■said. 

Jordan took a neutral stand in 
the crisis despite a massive out- 
pouring of popular support for 
Iraq’s defiance of the West. 

It angered Saudi Arabia, its 
main financial backer for the past 
decade, and other wealthy Gulf 
states when it refused to send 

(Continued on page 5) 
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General Assembly repeals 
1975 Zionism resolution 

UNTIED NATIONS (R) — The 
General Assembly revoked on 
Monday, , by an overwhelming 
majority, its 1975 resolution 
equating Zionism with racism. 

The vote to rescind condemna- 
tion of Zionism was 111 in favour 
and 25 against, with 13 absten- 
tions. 

The repeal resolution was 
spearheaded by the United States 
and co-sponsored by 85 coun- 
tries. 

Among them were a number 
wind] voted for the original anti- 
Zionism draft, including the 
Sonet Union and most members 
of the former Soviet; bloc. 

The resolution cancelling the 
anti-Zion&m decision contains no 
preamble and reads: ’’The 
General Assembly decides to re- 
voke the determination contained 
in its resolution ... of 10 Novem- 
ber 1975.” 

The draft was formally intro- 
duced in the assembly by U.S. 

Deputfy Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagleburger, indicating the 
importance Washington attached 
to foe- occasion. 

The United States is now en- 
gaged in a new round of Middle 
East peace talta 

■Mr. Eagleburger said that, with 
me world’s passage into a new 
era, “ft is more than time to 
consign one of the last, relics of 
the cold war to the dustbin of 
history.” 

Repeal was opposed by Leba- 
non’s U.N. representative, 

Ambassador Khalil Makkawi, 

.wbo said that, “to pot it mildly, 
the adoption of fids draft resolu- 


tion would hinder the peace pro- 
cess.” 

“Its approval would not only 
whet the appetite of Israeli ex- 
tremists wishing to pursue their 
policy of creeping annexation, it 
would also serve to fuel the pas- 
sions of those Arabs who believe 
that the whole peace process is an 
exercise in futility...” 

The vote 16 years ago by which 
the assembly determined that 
“Zionism is a form of racism and 
racial discrimination’’ was 72 in 
favour and 35 against, with 32 
abstentions. 

It was only the second time in 
U.N. history that the assembly 
had overturned one of its own 
resolutions. 

Israel, the United States and 
the West had called the original 
resolution a “stain” on United 
Nations that undermined its cre- 
dibility. . 

General Assembly resolutions 
are not legally binding, tike 
Security Council decisions, but 
carry moral weight as the express- 
ion of the will of the international 
community. . , 

Arab states had sought to block 
repeal of the resolution by seek- 
ing to require a two- thirds vote 
instead of a ample majority in the 
166-member General Assembly. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, spokes- 
man for Israel’s delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks in 
Washington, said Israel viewed 
the vots of Arab states as a sign of 
their willingness to make peace. 

u It is impossible to fully sup- 
port peace with Israel and oppose 
rescinding this, resolution.” 


Iraq offers concession to 
autonomy-seeking Kurds 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
government has made a major 
concession to autonomy-seeking 
Kurds by ruling that members of 
their regional legislature no lon- 
ger had to swear allegiance to its 
ruling Baath Party. 

Iraq’s official media said on 
Monday that the Revolution 
Command Council (RCC) had 
amended the legislative council 
law of an autonomous Kurdistan 
to drop the requirement of an 
oath of loyalty to the rating party 
for new members. 

An Iraqi official, wbo asked to 
remain anonymous, said the 
change was aimed at bridging 
differences with the Kurds in 
negotiations that have been held 
intermittently since the army 
crashed their post-Gulf war re- 
bellion. 

All 52 members of an 11 -year- 
old Kurdish legislative council, 
based in Erbil, are pro-Baath 
representatives required to have 
actively supported the ruling par- 
ty. 

The amendment could lead lo a 
council that is representative of 
the country’s four million Kurds, 
whose guerrillas control much of 
the mountainous north but are 
locked in a standoff with Iraqi 
government troops. 

It replaces allegiance to the 
B aath Party as a requirement for 
being elected to the council with a 
commitment to Iraq's “territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and nation-, 
al unity.” 

The leaders of the eight-party 
Kurdistan Front alliance agreed 
on Sunday to hold elections for a 


representative assembly, accord- 
ing to reports from northern Iraq. 
No date has been- set. 

Baghdad’s previous insistence 
on a defined role for the Baath 
Party in an autonomous Kurdis- 
tan. has been one of the main 
stumbling blocks in the stalled 
negotiations. 

Kurdish leader Massoud Bar- 
zani brought a draft agreement 
back from Baghdad in mid- 
August but it has been rejected 
as a sell-out by his chief rival in 
the Kurdistan Front, Jalal Tala- 
bani, and his supporters. 

A pro-Talabani source said the 
concession on the legislative 
council was an important de- 
velopment but “still foils short of 
Kurdish demands.” 

He said Baghdad must drop 
other references to die Baath 
Party in a draft constitution and a 
multi-party law ratified by the 
leadership three months ago 
which ties the army, security 
forces and police to the ruling 
party. 

Mr. Tala barn’s supporters be- 
lieve Baghdad must still go a long 
way toward meeting Kurdish de- 
mands that the oil-rich province 
of Kirkuk be included in a new 
autonomous region. 

Mr. Baizani acknowledges the 
proposed pact’s deficiencies, but 
spends much of his time trying to 
find common ground between 
Baghdad and the front. 

Iraq said on Sunday that more 
than 6,000 Kurds had returned to 
their homes in Kirkuk after 
fleeing clashes between rebels 
and government troops. 


Washington 
urges Israel 
to restrain 
settlers 

From Jordan Tunes Staff 

Reporters in Washington 

THE UNTIED STATES urged 
the Israeli government Monday 
to restrain Jewish settlers in die 
occupied territories and accused 
them of trying to sabotage Middle 
East peace negotiations. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said the U.S. 
was “seriously concerned about 
provocative acts” and be said the 
United States had raised its con-, 
cerns with Israeli officials in 
Washington. 

“As for the Silwan situation ... 
the real issue to us is not legal 
title or legal issues surrounding 
ownership of houses but the real 
issue is the exercise of control 
tty the government over indi- 
viduals who are obviously bent on 
destroying the prospects of 
peace,” Mr. Boucher told jour- 
nalists in a briefing. He also 
called on Palestinians to refrain 
from carrying out acts of violence 
against Israelis. 

“We call on the government of 
Israel to demonstrate its own 
commitment to peace by prevent- 
ing unilateral acts and restoring 
harmony to the city of Jeru- 
salem,” be said. 

Jewish settlers, backed by the 
government, seized five Arab 
houses last week in Silwan, a 
village of about 30,000 Arabs in 
East Jerusalem, evicting the 
Palestinian residents. The case is 
presently in Israeli courts. 

Spokeswoman for the Palesti- 
nian delegation Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi said Monday she was 
“very alarmed” over the new 
crackdwon in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We are seriously telling the 
U.S. and Israel that the perpetua- 
tion of this policy are extremely 
dangerous and could backfire,” 
Dr. Ashrawi told journalists be- 
fore negotiations resumed in the 
State Department. She said the 
U.S. has “assured us that it is 
doing everything possible in silent 
diplomacy with the Israels on 
preventing further violations.” 

Just north of Jerusalem, Jewish 
settlers rampaged through the 
towns of Birefa, Ramailafa, 
Halhoul and Hebron on Sunday, 
smashing car windscreens. 

While refusing to directly 
Marne the Israeli government for 
the upsurge in violence in the 
occupied territories, Mr. Boucher 
said: “We beletve the Israeli gov- 
ernment has a role to play in 
bringing this under control.” 

The State Department spokes- 
man also said the U.S. was 
“deeply concerned about the vio- 
lent incidents in the occupied 
territories by individuals or 
groups who apear to be bent on 
destroying the peace process.” 

About 400 Palestinians mar- 
ched through Silwan Monday to 
protest the settlers’ efforts to 
move into homes there. 

A mgjstrate’s court ruled that 
an Arab family could temporarily 
move back into the top floor of 
one home, while the settlers said 
they would remain in the lower 
floor of the two-storey house. 

The settlers appealed the deci- 
sion to die Jerusalem district 
court which issued a restraining 

(Continued on page 5) 


Government secures 
confidence vote 46-27 

Sharif Zeid reaffirms approach to peace, 
voices confidence in economic recovery plan 

Premier emphasises democratisation 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s democra- 
tisation process cleared another 
major hurdle Monday when the 
government of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker won a 
comfortable vote in die Lower 
Honse of Parliament. 

Shortly before the voting, 
which followed two days of de-. 
bate by deputies on the govern- 
ment's policy statement pre- 
sented to the House by IBs 
Majesty King Hussein on Dec. 1, 
Sharif Zeid reaffirmed feds gov- 
ernment’s commitment to the 
democratisation of Jordan and 
pledged to seek solutions to the 
Kingdom’s economic problems. 

He said poverty and unemploy- 
ment were of prime concern to 
his government and these two 
issues top the agenda before the 
executive authority. 

On the political front, Sharif 
Zeid reaffirmed Jordan’s 
approach to peace talks with 
Israel — the thorniest and most 
contentious issue which has split 
the House — and reiterated that 
achieving Israel’s withdrawal 
from all occupied Arab territories 
and restoring the legitimate 
national rights of tbe Palestinian 
people were the main objectives 
of Jordan’s participation in the 
peace process. 

He said the Palestinian prob- 
lem had always been and remains 



Sharif ZeM Ben Shaker 

tbe most importam issue of concern 
to Jordan and said tbe Kingdom 
decided to participate in tbe 
American-Soviet sponsored Middle 
East peace process when it found a 
conviction among tbe Palestinians as 
wed as Syria, Lebanon and the rest of 
the Arabs that aO “our interests lie in 
seeking peace” with Israel. 

Sharif Zeid presented six main 
principles that govern Jordan's posi- 
tion vis-a-vis the peace talks. These 
in c lu d ed protecting Jordan’s entity, 
identity, land, people and resources, 
helping the Palestinians participate by 
offering an umbrella of a joint delega- 
tion with Jordan, securing Israel’s 
withdrawal from all occupied Palesti- 
nian and Arab territories, including 
Jerusalem, Syria's Golan Heights and 
South Lebanon, supporting tbe legiti- 


mate national right of tbe Palestinian 
people, including tbe rights to self- 
determination, under tbe leadership 
of tbe Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PL0) — “the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti n ia n peo- 
ple” — ending Israel's settlement 
activities in tbe occupied territories 
and finding a just and fair solution to 
the problem of Palestinian refugees in 
line with die related U.N. Security 
Council 'resolutions. 

Referring to tbe strain in Jordan’s 
relations with tbe Gulf Arab states, 
Sharif Zeid expressed rea d i n ess to 
mend fences, but not at tbe cost of 
humiliation. 

Jordan and Jordanians prefer 
“hunger with dignity” rather than 
“wealth with humiliation,’* be de- 
clared, drawing a standing ovation 
from the visitors’ galleries. 

Tbe elected 80-member House 
voted 46 ip favour of and 27 against 
.the government, with three absten- 
tion (/bur members were absent from 
tbe session) along tbe lines mostly 
predicted by Parliament observers. 

Of the 22-member Muslim 
Brotherhood, three were absent: 
Ahmad Kofaween, Tbeeb Airis and 
Ahmad Qtesh Al Azaideb. Eighteen 
of them voted against tbe government 
while Abdul Latif Arabiyat abstained 
in his capacity as speaker of the 
House. 

Six members of the nine-strong 
Democratic Bloc — Fakhri Kawar, 
Fares Nabulsi, Salim Zoubi, Moham- 
mad Fares Tarawneh, Bassam Had- 
dadin and Mainour Murad — with- 
held confidence from the government 
while two — Deeb Marji and Issa 

(Continued on page 5) 


Divers search wreck of Egypt 
ferry; at least 390 missing 


SAFAGA. Egypt (Agencies) — 
Frogmen searched the wreck of 
an Egyptian ferry on Monday for 
the bodies of at least 390 people 
missing since tbe ship foundered 
in the Red Sea late on Saturday. 

“There’s lots of wreckage, life 
preservers, floating material and 
life-rafts... but no more survivors 
as of 9 a.m. this morning,” said 
U.S. naval spokesman Lieute- 
nant Rob Raine. 

He said a helicopter from the 
American frigate Aubrey Fitch 
and a P-3 Orion anti-submarine 
aircraft were searching for survi- 
vors in a 20-mile “drift path" 
from the wreckage. 

The accident was tbe world’s 
worst passenger shipping disaster 
since 4.386 people were killed 
after a collision between a ferry 
and a tanker in the Philippines in 
1987. 

Mr. Raine said Egyptian au- 
thorities had declined offers of 
assistance from foreign naval ves- 
sels near tbe area on Sunday but 
the Aubrey Fitch and Australian 
frigate Sydney had sent helicop- 
ters to search the area. 

A Western diplomatic source 
said there appeared to have been 
a long delay in alerting to the 
disaster coalition naval units in 
the area to maintain an economic 
blockade against Iraq. 


Family members scanned survi- 
vor lists and survivors spoke of 
heroism and loss as investigators 
looked into Egypt’s worst mari- 
time disaster. 

U.S. navy helicopter crews re- 
ported “lots of wreckage indud- 
ing life preservers, rafts and float- 
ing material” at tbe site six 
nautical miles from Safoga where 
the ferey Salem Express «»nlr 
within 15 minutes Saturday night. 
They said the ferry lay on its 
starboard or right side, the edge 
of its other side protruding. 

Mr. Raine said flight crews 
also reported an oil slick in tbe 
rich coral fields railing four to five 
nautical miles. 

The ferry’s engineer,, one of 
180 survivors, said the impact of 
the collision apparently jarred 
open one of the Salem Express’ 
boarding doors in the direction of 
the water and tbe wind. Engineer 
Mahmoud Moharram said water 
gushing in from that and from a 
coral-gashed hole in the side sent 
the boat quickly to tbe bottom. 

Many of the survivors spent 
hours in gale-tossed shark- 
infested waters or in lifeboats 
before being picked up. Egypt’s 
director of port security, Hassan 
Al Agbouri, said rescue units 
were delayed by the storm. 

At Safaga central hospital. 


Mustafa Ahmad, 38, told of his 
horrible sensation of drowning 
after he jumped into the churning 
sea. Minutes before, tbe Salem 
Express, apparently driven from 
its normal course by the winter 
gale, pitched into a reef, holed its 
side and quickly sank. 

“I found a rope and clung to it, 
and then I found a capsized life- 
boat,” Mr. Ahmad said. “I man- 
aged to get 13 people who were 
around me in tbe sea onto tbe 
boat. We waited until a ship 
rescued us at around noon.” 

But be said he understood tbe 
delay. Rescuers “had to get indi- 
viduals in danger in the water 
before groups like us in the 
boat,” he said. 

Those lost obviously perished 
in the chaos of the 15 minutes it 
took the boat to sink. The con- 
sensus was that many people 
were caught sleeping, were pin- 
ned inside the listing boat or 
simply could not make it out in 
the confusion and darkness. 

Defence Ministry sources said 
35 navy frogmen began searching 
the wreck of the Salem Express 
Monday. 

Almost all those on board were 
Egyptian men returning from 
either a pilgrimage to Mecca or 
from work in Saudi Arabia. 
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Palestinians ask 
U.S. for PLO 


^presentation at 


multilateral talks 


By AHlson Kaplan 

The Jerusalem Post 


WASHINGTON — Palestinians 
have formally asked the U.S. to 
allow PLO representation at the 
multilateral talks, but have not 
yet received an answer, according 
to an adviser to the Palestinian 
delegation in Washington. 

Tayseer Aruri, a former poli- 
tical activist and physics professor 
at Bir Zeit University who was 
deported from his residence in 
Ram ail ah in 1989, told The Jeru- 
salem Post that the request to the 
U.S. was made after the Madrid 
peace conference, and before the 
bilateral talks. 

Palestinians anticipate that be- 
cause the next phases of the 
peace process will deal with 
“questions that concern the 
Palestinians in Israel and the 
Palestinians in the diaspora,'' it is 
“very important that we find a 
formula to represent the Palesti- 
nians in the diaspora," he said. 

Mr. Aruri, who spent a year in 
prison near Nablus before his 
deportation for activities related 
to the Palestinian communist par- 
ties, now divides his time be- 
tween Amman and Paris. He tries 
to reverse his deportation order 
through media interviews and 
political lobbying in the U.S. and 
European governments. 

In Washington, his time is 
spent in the Grand Hotel, work- 
ing with the Palestinian delgation 
in the process he hopes will lead 
to a Palestinian state. He said the 
Palestinians are prepared to 
accept interim self-government 
arrangements, “but interim needs 
to be underlined." 

The serious and bespectacled 
Aruri said he views his status as a 
deportee as ironic, since “I was 
deported because I was advocat- 
ing the kind of process that is 
going on now.” 

He paused when asked if he 
truly believed the U.S. will sup- 
port the evolution of a Palesti- 
niafh state, which the Palestinian 
delegation says is their goal. 

“The Americans' only concern 
in the region, judging by their 
strategy toward it, is to have 
stability, and the only ways to 


Eafsanjani leaves Sudan, 
says no Iran troops there 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Pres- 
cient Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
ending a high-profile state visit to 
Sudan, said on Monday Tehran 
had sent no military fjproes to help 
the Sudanese army fight southern 
rebels. 

Senior military officials accom- 
panied Mr. Rafsanjani on the 
four-day visit in whidh he stressed 
Islamic unity and the experience 
of Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution. 

“Our cooperation with Sudan 
is centred on technical, economic 
and trade relations,” the Iranian 
news agency IRNA quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjani as telling reporters in 
Khartoum. 

Speaking at a joint press con- 
ference with Sudan's military 
leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir, 
Mr. Rafsanjani said Western re- 
ports that Iran had sent military 
forces to train the Sudanese army 
were “nothing but fabrications” 
IRNA said. 

Iranian officials support 
Sudan’s campaign against rebels 
in the predominantly African, 
animist and Christian south who 
have been fighting a bush war 
since 1983. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who went to 
Sudan after attending last week's 
Islamic summit in Senegal, said 
Muslim countries should step up 


their cooperation to make a 
stronger stand against the West. 

The Tehran Times said on 
Monday Mr. Rafsanjani would 
visit Saudi Arabia in the second 
half of January — his third fore- 
ign trip since becoming president 
in 1989. He visited Syria in April. 


“What we have seen shows that 
the Islamic revolution in Sudan 
has reached all aspects of life in 
the country,” Mr. Rafsanjani told 
a mass wedding for more than 
1,000 couples in the town of 
Hasabeisa in central Sundan on 
Sunday. 

“With reliance in God, Islam 
and the Koran you will face no 
difficulty in the road ahead of 
your.” 

Lieutenant-General Bashir, 
who seized power in 1989 and has 
introduced Muslim Sharia law, 
described Iran's Islamic revolu- 
tion as “a minaret illuminating 
the way for Muslims.” 


IRNA said under a trade 
agreement signed on Saturday 
Iran will export oil, agriculture 
machinery, medicine and electric- 
al equipment to Sudan, which will 
ship meat, vegetable oil and 
maize in return. 

The agency said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani left for home later Monday. 
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have that is to have a a settle- 
ment: They don’t care about the 
shape of the settlement, they just 
want a settlement,” he said. 

Mr. Aruri said that there is no 
contradiction between the 
Palestinian request for direct 
PLO representation in the mufti- 
laterals and statements by Palesti- 
nians that the delegations in Mad- 
rid and Washington have “a full 
mandate ” to re pre s ent “all the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories and in the di- 
aspora,” leaving unstated the im- 
plication that thus means they do 
in fact represent the PLO. 

In fact, be argued, judging 
from the behaviour of the Israeli 
delegation, the Palestinian group 
has more decision-making au- 
thoritfy than the Israelis. 

“It is well known that the 
coordination between the delega- 
tion and the PLO here while in 
Madrid and Washington was and 
will be in the manner that will 
allow the process to develop and 
move on and achieve results. The 
delegation is on a very high was*- 
date and freer hand than the 
Israeli delegation. We wish the 
Israeli delegation had the same 
mandate as the Pale stinian de- 
legation,” he said. 

'’The delegation coming to 
Washington has a mandate not 
only on the procedural questions 
but on substance. The only thing 
which is not mandated to the 
delegation is that it does not have 
tile right to give up the Palesti- 
nian right to reti-determination 
and independence.” 

He said that in conversations 
with Palestinian delegation leader 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, Israeli chief 
negotiator Elyakim Rubinstein 
constantly played down his ability 
to make substantive decisions. 
“So many times, Mr. Rubinstein 
would say: "If I do that. Mr. 
Shamir will kick me — if I do 
that, Mr. Shamir would execute 
me. Dr. Abdul Shafi has never 
had to used a phrase like that,* 1 
Mr. Aruri said. 

In his opinion Israel has been 
pushed into the peace process to 
preserve its relationship with the 
U.S. t and it is trying to create 
obstacles "at every word and 
comma” to scuttle the process. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Leba- 
non plans to ask the United 
States this week for weapons to 
strengthen its array and thereby 
bring about the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from its territory, 
Arab diplomats say. 

Lebanon wants the United 
States to provide several million 
dollars worth of tanks, rifles, 
ammunition, boats and other 
armaments from stocks in Europe 
which have been rendered sur- 
plus by the end of the cold war, 
said the diplomats. 


A strong military, these 
sources say, would bolster Leba- 
non’s case fora withdrawal of the 
troops Israeli keeps in southern 
Lebanon to prevent guerrilla 
attacks on its northern bonier. 

Israel maintain s a 170-square- 
kilometre zone in southern Leba- 
non, arguing that the Lebanese 
military is too weak to prevent 
guerrillas from launching attacks 
on Israeli targets across the bor- 
der. 


Israeli officials said Sunday 
that they had no information on 
the planned request, and no one 
was available at the U.S. State 
Department to comment on the 
matter. 

The Lebanese- request, to be 
presented formally later this 
week, comes as Arab and Israeli 
negotiators prepared for a second 
week of direct peace talks Mon- 
day. 

On Sunday, Israeli, Palestinian 
and Jordanian negotiators con- 
tinued what one diplomat called 
their “paper chase” in an effort to 
settle a procedural impasse that 
has blocked the start of substan- 
tive talks among them. 


For three days last week, the 
heads of these three delegations 
conferred on a sofa in a State 
Department hallway, exchanging 
written proposals but failing to 
bridge their differences. 

On Sunday, the two sides 
spoke by telephone in advance of 
a face-to-face meeting Monday. 

Lebanon insists that Israel 
must withdraw from its territory, 
saying such a move could pave 
the. way for other agreements 
among Israelis and Arabs. 

“Tbe dawn should come up on 
die Lebanese front,” said one 
senior Arab negotiator. He called 
an Israeli pullout "a testing 
ground” for Israel's intentions'’ 
and a "confidence building mea- 1 ' 


An Israeli withdrawal would 
signal to tbe other Arab states — 
especially Syria — that Israel has 
accepted the principle, laid out in 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242, of land for peace. 

Syria is demanding an Israeli 
pullout from tbe Golan Heights 
and offering peace in rptum. 
Israel says any negotiation on 
territory would only follow Syrian 
recognition of the Jewish state 
and a peace treaty between tbe , 
two countries. 


Israel, meanwhile, is deman- 
ding that Syria withdraw from 
Lebanon, saying the Lebanese 
government is not free to make 
peace with Israel as long as Syria 
"occupies” its territory. 

Tbe negotiator said Lebanon 
could assuage Israel’s security 
concerns about southern Leba- 
non if it had a strong military. 


Lebanon's 42,000-strong army, 
fractured by 16 years of civil war, 
was reunited last year under a 
peace pact brokered largely by 
Syria, which maintains 40.000 
troops in' the country. 

So for, the United States has 
been reluctant to equip the 
Lebanese military. 


But with this month's release of 
the last American hostages held 
by Iranian-backed groups in 
Lebanon, the Lebanese govern- 
ment believes the United States 
might relent, the negotiator said. 


KABUL (AP) — The Soviet Un- 
ion has stopped its massive airlift 
of weapons and ammunition to 
Afghanistan, a final stage in en- 
ding tbe last proxy war of the 
superpowers, according to gov- 
ernment and diplomatic sources. 

The halt of the Soviet supplies 
comes two weeks before the Jan. 
I deadline set by Washington and 
Moscow to cut off all military 
assistance to tbe Kabul govern- 
ment and tbe guerrillas. They 
hope that the cutoff will encour- 
age tbe two warring sides to try to 
find a peaceful settlement to the 
13-year-old conflict. 

But both waning rides say they 
have enough weapons and sup- 
plies stockpiled to keep fighting 
for at least two more years. 

The United States stopped its 
military shipments to the Mu- 
jahedeen on Oct. 15, more than 
two months ahead of schedule, 
according to Western diplomats 
in Pakistan, the staging arena of 
the Afghan rebels. 

Although the Soviet embassy 
in Kabul refused comment on the 
end of its military supply flights, 
Soviet and East European diplo- 
mats had said that Moscow plan- 
ned to mid the flights 15 days 
before the deadline as a show of 
good faith to the guerrillas. 

However, sources said, huge 
amounts of weapons were still 
coming down the Salang High- 
way, the lifeline between the 
Soviet border and the Afghan 
capital and that food and other 
goods were stacking op qudkly. 

The arms cutoff will dose the 
final chapter in Moscow’s militaiy 
involvement in its outhern neigh- 
bour. 

The Kremlin sent an estimated 
115,000 troops into Afghanistan 
in December 1979 to prop up the 
■ fledgling government and to help it 
crush a growing rebellion in the 
countryside. 

More than 13,000 Soviet sol- 
diers died in what became die 
bloodiest and costliest conflict of 
the 1980s. More than 1.5 million 



N^jibullah 


Afghans died, more than three 
million were maimed and nearly 
six million — one third of Afgha- 
nistan's pre-war population — 
fled to neighbouring Pakistan and 
Iran. 

The superpowers, along with 
more than a dozen allied coun- 
tries, poured in billions of dollars 
in weapons and equipment to fuel 
their war machines. 

But the conflict eventually bog- 
ged down into a stalemate, with 
die Kabul government controll- 
ing the major cities and the rebels 
bolding the countryside. 

Under a U.N. -sponsored 
accord, the last Red Army sol- 
diers left Afghanistan in Feburaiy 
1989. But Moscow stepped up its 
military assistance to Kabul. 

As many as 50 giant IL-76 
Soviet transport planes landed in 
Kabul daily, each capable of car- 
rying 65 tonnes of equipment and 
supplies and spouting dozens of 
flares to deflect the heat-seeking 
missiles fired by the rebels from 
the mountains that ring the 
capital. 

On Sunday, the Kabul sky was 
clear and silent. 

“We’re happy that it’s stop- 
ped,” said government spokes- 
man Abdul Wahid Qayoumi. “I 
any case, we have enough” arms. 


Relief workers in Somalia 


report shortage of drugs 


NAIROBI (AP) — Relief work- 
ers on Monday said there was a 
desperate shortage of medical 
supplies in Somalia's war-torn 
capital, where 'rival' dans again 
■ intensified their 'shelling' of each 

I More- than 3,000 people have 
been killed and 8,000 wounded 
since the conflict erupted Nov. 
17, overwhelming Mogadishu’s 
four hospitals and exhausting the 
city’s medical stocks. 

Unusually heavy shelling 
erupted Sunday and Monday, but 
sources among the relief workers 
said they did not know of any 
specific reason for tbe increased 
fighting. 

Thierry Durand, of tbe French 
humanitarian agency Doctors 
Without Borders, said there was 
a need for all types of medicines 
and supplies, especially dextrose 
solution. 

He said dextrose solution was 
vital during surgery, but that 
there were no supplies of die drip 
in Mogadishu. Dextrose is a prin- 
cipal component of human blood. 

Mr. Durand said doctors 
needed about a ton of the solu- 
tion daily and were relying on 
whatever the International Gom- 
nrittee of the Red Cross could fly 
in on small aircraft He said that 
amount just barely covered daily 
needs. 

Tbe medical situation was ex- 
pected to improve somewhat 
when a Belgian air force trans- 
port plane capable of carrying up 
to 18 tonnes of relief supplies per 
trip makes the first of 10 flights 
Into Mogadishu on Thursday, 
said Mr. Durand. 

Most of the casualties in the 
battle between clans loyal to 
President Ah Mahdi Mohammad 
and General Mohammad Farrah 
Aidccd have been civilians, pre- 


dominantly women and children. 

Somali doctors are bang aided 
by foreign workers. The aid 
workers comprise the bulk of 
foreigners remaining in Moga- 
dishu after thousands were evacu- 
ated from the seaside city last 
January during a month of heavy 
fighting that toppled former Pres- 
ident Mohammad Siad Bane. 


Mr. Ali Mahdi and Gen. 
Aideed, who is chairman of the 
ruling United Somali Congress, 
have long distrusted each other. 
But they maintained an uneasy 
alliance until September when 
their forces first fought each 
other. 

Clan elders managed to halt 
that conflict after three days of 
fighting in which an estimated 500 
people died and 1,500 were 
wounded, but they have been 
unable to end the current fight- 
ing. 


Heavily armed independent 
gangs of looters have added to 
tiie chaos, and created a no-man’s 
land in the city's centre. 

Gen. Aideed claimed to have 
ousted Mr. Ali Mahdi on the 
second day of the battle, but Mr. 
AH Mahdi had continued to resist 
from his stronghold in Moga- 
dishu’s northern suburbs. 

Because of heavy shelling, the 
International Committee erf the 
Red Cross has been unable for 
three weeks to dock a ship car- 
rying 800 tonnes of food and fuel 
for the devastated seaside city. 

The ship last week had to 
return to Kenya to replenish on- 
board stocks of fresh water and 
food. 

Red Cross spokesman Gre- 
goire Tavernier said the Red 
Gross would not again attempt to 
bring the boat into Mogadishu's 
harbour until the fighting eased. 


KUWAIT (R) — Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud ZouTri arrived 
cm a three-day official visit to Kuwait Monday, official sources said. 
Mr. Zou*bi, heading a delegation including businessmen and his 
transport, trade and finance ministers, met Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah shortly after arrival. Syria was a key 
member of the anti-Iraq alliance which drove Iraqi troops out of 
Kuwait at the end of February. Soon after tbe war, the Gulf Arab 
states together with Syria and Egypt, drew op a defence pact aimed 
setting up a post-Guif war security force. Wrangling over the size, 
composition, role and funding of the proposed force, however, is 
still going on. 


Iran, Morocco resume diplomatic ties 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran and Morocco are resuming diplomatic 
relations, broken a decade ago after King Hassan hosted the exiled 
shah of Iran, the Iranian news agency ERNA reported Monday. It 
quoted a Foreign Ministry statement as saying Tehran and Rabat 
had decided to reopen their missions and exchange ambassadors in 
view of he “historical ties” between the two nations and to further 
the goals of the Islamic community. The decision leaves Egypt as 
the only major Arab country without full diplomatic ties with Iran, 
whose relations with most Arab states was severely damaged 
during 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. Iran has rapidly mended its ties with 
Arabs since Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 1990, restoring 
diplomatic ties with Tunisia, Mauritania, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq. Over the past 10 years Tehran attacked King Hassan for his 
ties with Israel and pro-Western policies. The king', a dose friend 
of the late Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, briefly hosted the Shah 
after he was toppled by the 1979 Islamic revolution. 


Palestinian preacher assassinated 


SIDON (AP) — A pro-Iranian Palestinian mosque preacher was 


gunned down by unidentified assailants after evening prayers 
Sunday in the refugee camp of 'Ain AJ Htlweh, police said , 
Monday. A police statement said Sheikh Hi sham Shreidi, 40, was 
leaving the Safsaf mosque when gunmen, their exact number 
unknown, fired at him with automatic rifles and escaped in a 
waiting car. Sheikh Shreidi was killed on the spot. His two 
bodyguards who were walking with him escaped unhurt. The 
statement said police was investigating the motives for the attack in 
the camp, home for some 60,000 refugees. 'Ain A1 HU web is 
located on the southeastern outskirts of Stdon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon. Stdon, 40 kilometres south of Beirut, is the main 
Lebanon powerbase of tbe Palestine Liberation Organisation. 


7 feared killed in Beirut building collapse 


BEIRUT (AP) — A shell-damaged building in downtown Beirut 
collapsed during heavy rain, burying a family of seven squatters 
under a pile of rubble, police said Monday. A civil defence official 
said he believed Hussein All am, 36, his wife Jamila and their five 
children aged between three months and 13 years were all killed in 
the accident Sunday night. Speaking on the scene, the official who 
would not give his name said rescuers have heard no sound from 
under the debris since the collapse just before midnight (2200 
GMT). The two top floors of the building in Hay Madi caved in and 
tumbled down on top of tbe All am family’s ground-level residence, 
burying the family under heavy concrete slabs and metal bus. 
Relatives gathered at the site on Monday, sobbing as they watched 
rescuers sift through the rubble. One of them, Malek Altam, said 
his unde, aunt and cousins were “victims of the impact of the dvfl 
war on public life.” Apartment blocks along the demarcation line 
are mostly m ruins. But hundreds of poor families who lost their 
homes elsewhere in the country during 16 years of war began 
settling in these buildings after a 1989 peace pact that ended 
sectarian violence. 


Censorship monitors condemn humaiuights in Bahrain 


LONDON (AP) — Article 19, the British-based opponent of 
censorship, has called for authorities in Bahrain to improve the 
country’s record on human rights. In a report released Monday, 
Bahrain’s national day. Article 19 called on Prime Minister Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa to honour his year-old promise to 
support “the reintroduetion of democracy in the political life of 
Bahrain.” The Bahrain government bad no immediate comment. , 
Article 19 said the government of Bahrain disbanded a ‘‘limited j 
democratic process” in 1975. It said all political parties are banned 
n Bahrain, trades union rights are severely limited and severe 
censorship laws gag both domestic and foreign media. “Large 
numbers of people are arrested for merely criticising the govern- 
ment. Many are held for long periods without charge or trial and 
some are subjected to torture,” Article 19 said. “An appalling 
number have died in detention seemingly as a result of torture.” 
Article 19 urged the Bahrain government to repeal security laws 1 
that allow detention without tnal for up to three years, release all : 
political prisoners, outlaw torture and abolish censorship of the 
media. It also urged free and democratic elections for local councils 
and a national legislative assembly. 


Dutch police expel Russian Jews back to Israel 


AMSTERDAM (R) — The Netherlands, which has long prided 
itself on a tradition of tolerance to immigrants, on Monday forcibly 
expelled 43 Russian Jews after a pre-dawn raid by police in which 
one man was injured. Members of the group, winch included a 
78-year-old woman and an eight-month-old baby, were bundled on 
to a plane bound for Israel less than three hours after being roused 
from their beds by police who burst into their hostel. Police said the 
Jews were deported after Dutch courts turned down their 
applications for refugee status. Tbe charter flight was headed for 
Tel Aviv. The group belonged to a party of around 200 Jews who 
soug ht asylum in the Netherlands after saying they had been 
WScriminated against on arriving in Israeli from Russia. One man 
was taken to hospital with an injured back after leaping from 
second-floor window of the building in the southern Dutch town of 
Eindhoven daring the raid. Police said further expulsions were 
likely as asylum applications for the rest of the party were 
processed. The Netherlands, Europe’s most densely-populated 
country, is finding it increasingly difficult to cope with a wave of 
would-be refugees. 
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Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Informs boo 08-53200 

Queen AUa IntL Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hosscin Medical Centre 813813/32 

KfuiidJ Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 

AUefa Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jdml Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palcs^nc, Shmeisaiti 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84S843 

AJ-Muaaber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaD 666127/37 


AI-AMi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir, j. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/2 6 

Anny, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AIHGkma Modem Hopital (09)990990 

DUD): 

Princes Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CsthoficHmphal (02)272275 

IbflAlNafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


95M Stgapore, Knah Lumpur (RJ) 

•M8 ...... Aqaba (RJ) 

0fcS5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Mb5B Doha, Uahraiq (RJ) 

17US New York, Montreal (RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt Belgrade (RJ) 

I9M TripoS (RJ) 


Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 


IMS Beirut 

11*5 B u ch are st 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Hfc30 London (RJ) 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


7Tm information is mppEcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
tacnl at the Queen Aha International 


lfc4* Tripos 

IUH YTemuu Frankfort 

llriW Belgrade. Madrid 

11:34 „„ Amsterdam, New Yoek 

IMS Rome Madrid 

IkSS ................ Geneva, Path 

2Mfl Jeddah 

20:15 Dbabran 

2fc34 Abu DtdnirDubaJ 

21:15 Lamaca 


AMMAN (Petra) — French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
will arrive in Amman Wednesday' 
for a two-day working visit dwing 

which he win hold talks with' 
senior Jordanian officials. The 
talks win deal with JordaniaQ- 
French relations and issues re- 
lated to the Middle . East peace 
process. French Ambassador to 
Jordan Denis Bouchard said 
France, as a member of the Eure 
pean Community (EC), is trying 
to push tbe peace process forward 
through supporting endeavours 
to resolve the Middle East prob- 
lem. The EC, Mr. Bouchard said, 
will carry out an active role in the 
multilateral talks in Moscow, par- 
ticularly in economic and coin-, 
merdal fields. Mr. Dumas wiD 
bold a press conference Thursday 
morning. 


Libya refects 
criticism of 
Lockerbie probe 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya Monday 
rejected criticism of its probe into 
tbe 1988 Lockerbie airliner 
bombing and said h was doing 
everything international law re 
quired of it. Hie Libyan ne«s 
agency JANA, quoting an official 
source at the Justice B/feristry, 
said Libya had so far received no. 
response to its request for help in 
establishing the truth. “The con- 
cerned authorities in tbe Great 
Jamahiria have adopted the mea- 
sures stated by all internationally 
recognised laws and conventions 
in respect of the matter,” JANA 
said in a report received in Cyp- 
rus. Libya has rejected U.S. and 
British demands that it hand over 
two men accused of planting the 
bomb which killed 270 people on 
a Pan Am plane over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. 


Iraq blames lack of 
planning for too few 
tourists 


BAGHDAD (R) — War-ravaged 
Iraq’s new tourist commission 
says a lack of planning is to blame 
for tiie shortage of tourists in the 
country. The Baghdad Observer 
quoted the head of the comnris- 
sion, whom it did not name, as 
saying Iraq would try to attract 
visitors from Europe and South 
East Asia through an internation- 
al advertising campaign. Iraq is 
stfll repairing damage from the 
Giijf^war over Kuwait; which 
followed die eight-year Iran-Iraq 
war. Punitive U.N. sanctions, in- 
cluding a ban on air traffic, im- 
posed against Iraq soon after if 
invaded Kuwait in August last 
year, are still in force. Before the 
Gulf crisis, Iraq actively prom- 
oted tourist sites including the 
ancient dty of Babylon and the 
remote mountains of Kurdistan 
where guerrillas now control 
much of the territory and are 
locked in a standoff with govern- 
ment soldiers. 


4 Turkish Kurds to go 
on trial in Lebanon , 


BEIRUT (R) — Four Turiash 
Kurds who entered Lebanon ille- 
gally to attend a guerrilla framing 
camp will go on trial in Befrutfor 
membership of an armed group, 
judiciary sources said Monday. 
They said the four had beat 
arrested for entering the country ^ 
without the required papers and ~ 
had said they received military 
training far the eastern Bckaa 
Valley . The Kurdish Workers’ 
Party (PKK), fighting since 1984 
for an independent state m south- ■ 
east Turkey, has a framing ramp 
near die village of Yanta in the' 

’ Bekaa. If convicted, the four-face 
sentences of at least IS years, the . 
sources said. The government of 
President EKas Hrawi disbanded 
most of the country’s Lebanese ’ 
and Pales tinian wnfitfae rattie r 
this ye ar. But the PKK has^so far 
survived the crackdown. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Eng Hussein Monday honoured 
journalist, writer and columnist 
Sultan; AI Hattab by conferring 
on Al Kawfcab Medal of the 
Second Order in recognition of 
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Mr. Hattab. who was member 
of the Royal Commission which 
drafted the National Charter bad 
written a book entitled “In the 
Light of Al Hussein's Ideas” 
which' he presented to the King at 
an audience at the Royal Court 
Monday; Chief of the Royal 
Court Adrian. Abu Odeh 
attended the audience. 

The book describes Jordan’s 
democratic experiment and the 
political situation in the country. 

King Hussein praised Mr. Hat- 
tab’s distinguished journalistic 
efforts and voiced bis apprecia- 
tion of the writer's follow-up on 
the democratic process in the 
Kingdom through his articles and 
relentless research work, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

The Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) last month dismissed Mr. 
Hattab and banned him from 
writing because he gave inter- 
views to Israeli television during 
the Middle East peace conference 
in Madrid. 

The JPA council condemned 
what it termed Mr. Hattab's “dis- 
graceful behaviour” and said the 


interviews he gave to Israel TV 
constituted high treason and were 
a violation of Jordanian laws. 

Mr. Hattab, a native of the 
Israeli occupied West Bank city 
of Hebron, said he talked to 
Israeli television to defend and 
explain Jordan's official position 
which calls for the withdrawal of 
Israel from Arab lands, the im- 
plementation of international 
legitimacy and the restoration of 
Palestinians’ legitimate rights. 

Mr. Hattab said in an interview 
last month that he was surprised 
at the press association's deri- 
sion, noting that he would stick to 
his stand. 

His dismissal from the JPA 
came only three days afteT the 
Jordanian Writers Federation de- 
rided on a similar measure, citing 
“moral punishment on Mr. Hat- 
tab for his contacts with Israel.” 
However, several Jordanian 
journalists and writers came out 
in support of Mr. Hattab. 

' In the words of a leading Jorda- 
nian columnist Rami Khouri, Mr. 
Hattab “simply did what was the 
logical conclusion of the diploma- 
tic effort that has defined this 
region since 1973.” 

He said: “To use the Israeli 
media to deliver our message 
directly to the Israeli people 
seems rather important if we 
know bow to use the media to our 
advantage.” 


Arab World shuns women 
from contributing to 
socio-economic development 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Bhutan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Monday a 
cable to King Jigme Singye Wangcfauck of Bhutan to congratulate 
him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and 
people on Bhutan's national day. King Hussein wished Eng Jigme 
continued good health and happiness and the Bhutan people 
further progress and prosperity 

Arabiyat receives Libyan engineers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat received in his office Monday a delegation repre- 
senting the Libyan Agricultural Engineers Association which is 
currently visiting Jordan. The meeting dlwautsed the situation m the 
region and e mph asised the need to promote cooperation between 
Arab countries. 

Surour to head team to Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the meetings of the 
ninth session of the Arab Housing and Construction Ministers 
Council, due to start in Cairo Wednesday. The council will discuss 
in its three-day meeting issues pertaining to the holy city of 
Jerusalem centre, the bousing strategies in Arab states, the 
convening of an Arab conference on the national housing strategy, 
marking the Arab Housing Day in 1992, and a report by the 
ar b i t ra tion committee of the 1991 Arab Housing ministers council 
W&rd; The Jbttiaman delegation will be headed by Public Works 
.and Housing Minister Saad-Hayel Surour, and will comprise as 
members director general of -the Housing Department Yousef 
Hjyasat and director of the ministry’s public relations department 
Mubannad Hijazi. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Mon- 
day opened a three-day pan-Arab 
symposium on women in employ- 
ment and development of the 
Arab World with a call on Arab 
governments to give more oppor- 
tunities to women's contributions 
to socio-economic development. 

“Women's contribution to such 
development” the Princess said, 
“does not exceed 15 per cent 
although Arab countries have 
achieved good progress and de- 
velopment in ail walks of life.” 

“Socio-economic development 
has covered health, educational, 
cultural and infrastructure sectors 
in the Arab World but all that 
involved limited participation of 
Arab women,” the Princess 
pointed out. 

The present symposium is de- 
signed to identify Arab women’s 
status, determine women's con- 
tributions to economic and social 


development and women's role 
for future tasks, the Princess said. 

Princess Basma voiced appre- 
ciation of the International 
Labour Organisation (TLO) for 
organising the seminar and of 
U.N. organisations for support- 
ing women's activities. 

Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
AJ Kabariti called for private and 
public sector's cooperation to 
help deal with the various chal- 
lenges faring development in the 
Arab World. 

Topics to be reviewed by the 
present symposium, the minister 
said, were related to Arab 
women's contributions to de- 
velopment which should be en- 
couraged by Arab states. 

Dr. Nabil Khouri, the ILO 
representative, told the meeting 
that the role of women in de- 
velopment has been given in- 
creasing attention in the modem 
age on the part of regional and 


international organisations as 
■ well as individual nations. 

He said that equal opportuni- 
. ties should be open to men and 
women and comprehensive 
national plans ought to be work- 
ed out to ensure fair participation 
by women in development- 
related matters. 

Altogether, 11 working papers 
papers dealing with women- 
related affairs will be reviewed by 
delegates representing seven 
countries in addition to ILO and 
the Arab League. 

The meeting, held at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel in Amman, will 
also look into legislations in Arab 
countries about the role of work- 
ers and women's involvement in 
development. 

The meeting was organised in 
cooperation with the pan-Arab 
Association for Women in De- 
velopment which groups men and 
women from Arab states con- 
cerned with women issues. 


Jordan reaffirms ‘no’ 
telephone link with Israel 


By P.V.Vfrekaoaiid 

Jordan Times Staff Repo/Ter 

AMMAN — Citing a delay in 
approving charge rates, Israel 
said Monday it was putting on 
bold a direct-dial service and 
Jordan reaffirmed its rejection of 
the unilateral Israeli move to 
open telephone services. 

Tlie delay in the service, which- 
was to have become operational 
Tuesday according to an earlier 
Israeli statement, was announced 
by the Israeli minister of com- 
muncations, Raphael Pinhasi. 
who explained that the charge 
rates required the approval of a 
committee of the Israeli parlia- 
ment. 

The Israeli scheme will be us- 
ing a satellite routing system 
through foe United States. 

In Amman, Communications 
Minister Jamal Sarayreh reaf- 
firmed Jordan's rejection of the 
Israeli bid to establish phone 
links with the Kingdom, which is 
among II Arab countries named 
in the earlier Israeli announce- 
ment. 

“This is not going to happen,” 
Mr. Sarayreh told reporters on 
foe fringes of a Parliament ses- 
sion. “We have taken measures 
to ensure that no call originating 


in Israel will be channelled to 
Jordan." 

The minister said the Jordanian 
government had informed all in- 
ternational communications orga- 
nisations of the Kingdom's posi- 
tion and that “those who violate 
the instruction will be taken to 
court.” 

According to Mr. Sarayreh, it 
is not technically possible to 
directly route calls originating in 
Israel to Jordan unless Israel uses 
military jamming to circumvent 
the Jordanian counter-measure. 

“If Israel resorts to such jam- 
ming,” said Mr. Sarayreh, “it will 
be violating international agree- 
ments and norms, and we will 
take up the matter with the con- 
cerned international bodies as 
well as the United Nations.” 

The minister agreed that Jor- 
dan could do little to stop com- 
puterised channelling of call* to 
and from Israel to foe Kingdom 
through Europe-based systems, 
but warned that ‘if we come 
across cases like that everyone 
involved will be prosecuted." 

Jordan has categorically stated 
that it had not agreed to the 
Israeli “offer" to open direct-dial 
phones nor was it involved in any 
related discussions. 


Senior officials have characte- 
rised the Israeli move as a “prop- 
aganda stunt” to show the world 
that the Jewish state was ready to 
normalise relations with Arab 
countries while the Arabs were 
not. 

In earlier comments to the Jor- 
dan Times, Mr. Sarayreh de- 
scribed the Israeli action as ''in- 
ternational piracy and violation 
of all international laws and reg- 
ulations.” 

Apart from Jordan, the other 
countries included in the unilater- 
al Israeli step are Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Lebanon. 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
Bahrain, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Some of these countries have 
protested and rejected the move, 
but others have not made any 
public statements. 

In his remarks Monday, Mr. 
Pinhasi, the Israeli minister, 
asserted that the move came as a 
“signal of Israel's honest desire 
for real peace. Therefore it wants 
to create not only phone links but 
also postal links.” • 

At present foe only Arab coun- 
try with phone and postal links 
with Israel is Egypt, which signed 
a separate peace treaty with foe 
Jewish state in 1979. 


Retarded children exhibit rare 


By Malta Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Young Muslim 
Women Association’s 
(YMWA’s) Centre for Special 
Ednya tuw Monday opened its 
first arts and crafts exhibition in 
which ceramic work, woodwork, 
paintings and weaving works 
were on display. 

. The exhibition, taking place at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC), sheds light on the out- 
standing artistic capabilities of a 
group of mildly or moderately 
mentally retarded children enrol- 
led in tins special education cen- 
tre. 

To the observant eye the work 
displayed is of such high quality 
that it is impassible to detect that 
foe work was not done by people 

who have studied advanced ait at 

a university level. 


According to the principal of 
the YMWA’s Centre for Special 
Education, the purpose erf the 
vocational section of foe school is 
to keep foe mentally retarded 
children busy so that they can 
find out more about their capabi- 
lities and limitations. 

“It is very therapeutic to keep 
the childexen busy," Ghousoon 
Kareh said, adding that the voca- 
tional section of the school is foe 
third stage of schooling for the 
students enrolled. 

“The students enter pre-school 
when they are below eight years 
of age. At eight years they are 
transferred to the school level. At 
16 years the students are enrolled 
in foe vocational section of the 
school to get prepared for a life in 
the outside community. At that 
level it is very important for foe 
students to know their own 


limitations, but at foe same time 
they can learn certain 'vocational 
skills to enable them to find work 
when they graduate the age of 
18,” Ms. Kareh said. 

There are two new sections at 
foe vocational centre that foe 
school takes pride in. These sec- 
tions are the ceramics and the 
weaving sections in which mod- 
ern techniques are tanght. 

“The wool used in the weaving 
section is dyed with natural col- 
ours which the students make 
themselves,” Ms. Kareh said. 

According to Hiroyo Matsudo, 
the teacher responsible for the 
weaving section, the students 
learn as they make foe dyes from 
leaves. 

“The children go out and pick 
the leaves from trees to make foe 
colours; While going through foe 
steps of dye-making they go 
through die numbers. When they 
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Experts 

review 

scientific 

network 

AMMAN (Petra) — Experts 
from 12 Arab countries, including 
Jordan, gathered at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) Monday 
for a two-day annual meeting of 
“the Arab Network of Focal 
Points” organised by the 
Amman-based Office of the Un- 
ited Nations Educational Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) for science and tech- 
nology in the Arab states. 

Discussions w31 cover a range 
of topics related to the Arab 
network for informatics and UN- 
ESCO’s activities in science and 
technology in the Arab World. 

The twenty five delegates rep- 
resenting Jordan, Egypt, Syria, 
Libya, Tunisia, Iraq, Bahrain, 
Algeria, Palestine, Sudan and 
Lebanon yill also be examining 
foe participants’ reports in the 
scientific and technological fields 
and various applications. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

Art exhibition by Jnrnana Al Hnsseini at Abdul Hamid 
Shaman Foundation Gallery — 10 a-m.- 5 pjn. 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by Jalal Oreiqat at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by Nadeem Mnhsen and Halim Mabdi al 
Pphrfnn Art Gallery, the Gardens Street. 

■ft ^ w nam aitatloQ priifliftio B by Sahah Hatfidl at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of art works by students at the special edneation 
centre of the Young Women’s Muslim Associa t ion at the Royal 
Cultural Cfentre. 


Lecture, in AraKc, entitled “National Reconciliation and the 
Case of Democracy in Iraq” by Dr. Wanrid Nazrai at the 
Cultural and Scientific Centre of Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation — 6 p.m. 

Lecture “Lagos — a C hangin g City on a Ch anging 

Contionent” by Prof. Elmar Dtttm&n at the Goethe liwi a wte 

— 7 p.m* 


get to the stage where they use 
the colour they made to colour 
the wool and place the wool in 
the kiln, the children learn about 
colours. For example, it is not 
unusual that the colour taken 
from plants and red leaves be- 
comes yellow after it is stabilised 
by heating in foe kiln. This is a 
learning experience for foe chil- 
dren,” Ms. Matsudo said, adding 
that this natural dying technique 
is possibly the first of its kind in 
foe Kingdom and is one of foe 
safest colouring technique used 
because the dyes ar very low in 
toxicity. 

The ceramics section is one of 
highlights of the exhibition with 
its accurate and beautiful work. 
The choice of colours and their 
coordination and combination in 
each piece of art shows an im- 
mense amount of talent and abil- 
ity. The works displayed include 
vases, ash trays, mirror frames 
and wall displays. 

The woodwork section is one 
of the first vocational program- 
mes set, dp at the school, accord- 
mg to Ms. Kareh. . 

“The work done indudes edu- 
cational games made of wood and 


furniture of the best quality espe- 
dally made for play bouses in 
schools. Last year the school pro- 
vided furniture for play houses in 
40 schools. Now they are making 
wooden sections that could be 
attached to kitchen designs. 
Companies specialising in dcrign- 
ing kitchens have given the school 
tenders to make woodworks 
which these companies indnde in 
their designs.” Ms. Kareh said. 

Ms. Kareh said that it was time 
to expand the school premises, 
but the land adjoining the school 
which she hopes to buy has risen 
in price from JD 8,000 to JD 
22,000. The increase in price de- 
lays the plan to expand foe school 
when it is most necessary. The 
school which was founded in 1972 
has been responsible for qual- 
ifying children for jobs in the 
community, which is something 
that may not have been a possible 
for these children,” Ms. Kareh 
said. 

The exhibition was opened 
under foe patronage of Her' 
Royal Highness P rin cess Sarvath 
Al Hassan, who is the president 
of the YMWA. The exhibition 
will last until Dec. 18. 


JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

17-24 December 1991 
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

At Philadelphia Int’l Hotel 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY ITEMS 

-Christmas stockings, cookies & crafts 
-Embroidered casual wear 
-Embroidered bedcovers & cushions 
-Collector dolls in traditional dress 
- Leather & canavos handbags 
-Olive oil soap 

NEW DESIGNS, COLOURS & STYLES 

For more information call 628760/656872 

fld|p support this Save the ChBdrea project which 
provides supplemental income for hundreds of under- 
privileged women &• their children. 


Crown Prince examines 


M.E. ills, repeats need 
for Arab, Islamic front 


AMMAN (f etra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has appealed to the Arab and 
Islamic nations to build bridges of 
cooperation ami mutual confi- 
dence and to adopt regional and 
inter-state strategies needed to 
confront common challenges and 
(day an active role in the new 
world order. 

He was addressing an audience 
of participants in the science and 
technology manpower development 
in the Islamic World, organised 
by the Islamic Academy of Scien- 
ce, and also participants a tt e n din g a 
meeting organised by the U.N. 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Aria (ESCWA) 
on means of absorbing returnees 
from the Gulf countries. 

“Arab and Islamic countries 
are called on to adopt scientific 
methods in dealing with their 
problems in a bid to attain secur- 
ity and stability in the region," 
the Crown Prince called. 

In referring to the characteris- 
tics of foe Middle East, foe 
Crown Prince noted that foe re- 
gion abounds with multi cultures, 
religions and races which, he 
said, was a source for enriching 


society rather than being a source 
for conflict. 

The Crown Prince renewed his 
own call for a conference on 
security and cooperation in the' 
Middle East which, he said, could 
benefit from the European ex- 
periment in this regard to launch 
dose cooperation. 

By referring to the Middle 
East’s main problems, the Crown 
Prince mentioned migration, de- 
portation, and shortages in water 
supply. 

“Persecution, natural disaster, 
eviction of foreign workers and 
internal strife are all among the 
main causes behind migration of 
people in foe region,” foe Crown 
Prince pointed out. He criticised 
foe United Nations and other 
international institutions for fail- 
ing to cope with foe baric human 
neats of the refugees, foe depor- 
tees and those forced to migrate 
in great numbers within foe Mid- 
dle East region. These, be said, 
were estimated at 4.5 million. 

The Crown Prince also referred 
to foe prospect of foe displaced 
people’s contribution to the de- 
velopment of their own countries 
after benefiting from the skills 


they acquired during their long 
years of service abroad. 

At least ISO scholars and scien- 
tists representing more than 20 
Arab and Islamic countries and 
various organisations are taking 
pan in the Islamic Academy of 
Sciences’ meeting. 

The ESCWA meeting is 
attended by experts examining 
possibilities of integrating foe 
skilled expatriate workers in the 
ESCWA region. 

ESCWA Executive Secretary 
Tayseer Abdel JabeT told the 
meeting that the Gulf crisis was 
responsible for the migration of 
two million workers and their 
dependents who left behind their 
lifetime savings, business assets 
and community relationships they 
had build over foe years. 

He said that while foe sudden 
return was a calamity for foe 
in dividual returnees. It was de- 
vastating for foe economies of foe - 
home countries. 

Dr. Abdel Jaber said that foe 
ESCWA meeting aims at ex- 
changing views on experiences in 
handling foe absorption of retur- ' 
nees. 


Government spends heavily 
on repairing road damages 

from extra axial weights 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
concerned over problems result- 
ing from extra axial weights on 
die roads and streets and has 
taken appropriate measures to 
deal with the problem but inter- 
nal circumstances delayed the ap- 
plication of these measures so far, 
said Deputy Prime Minister and 
Transport Minister Ali Suheimat. 

Addressing the opening session 
of a two-day symposium on axial 
weights, the minister said that the 
government was keen on taking 
such measures to safeguard foe 
road networks in foe Kingdom. 

' : The, government of Prime 
| Minister Mudar Badran had en- 
- dorsed regulations fixing foe load 
weights on trucks using roads in 
Jordan so that no damage can 
happen to the toads, but the 
implementation of the measures 
was delayed. 

The Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) bad protested 
against such measure because, h 
said, the regulation meant placing 
less phosphate loads on trucks 
going to Aqaba from the mines in 
foe south and delays in export 
operations. 

“The government is in the pro- 
cess of preparing a set of regula- 
tions to define foe loads on the 
roads in a bid to protect the roads 
and protect national interests,” 
the minis ter said. 


He said foe damage being 
caused to the roads at present was 
costing the Kingdom a fortune. 

Mr. Suheimat stood in for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan in opening foe sympo- 
sium which is sponsored by foe 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA), 
foe Public Security Department 
and the Jordanian Overland 
Transport Society. 

Two working papers were sub- 
mitted in foe first session dealing 
with implications related to axial 
weights on the roads and mea- 
sures to deal with foe isspe. 

The first paper sum bitted by 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing dealt with legislations 
and regulations governing foe use 
of roads and negative effects of 
extra weight on the roads and 
maintenance cost. 

The paper pointed out that foe 
government had in 1958, 1968 
and 1978 introduced regulations 
fixing foe loads on foe roads but 
during the Iran-Iraq war, these 
regulations were overlooked in 
view of Iraq's desperate need of 
goods transported by truck from 
Aqaba to Iraq. 

The companies which trans- 
ported foe goods paid JD200 
extra fee for the each trip by a 
truck going to Iraq to cover foe 


road maintenance cost, said the 
paper. 

Indeed “the axial weight which 
had a ceiling of 16 tonnes for an 
axle in 1978 rose to 20 tonnes 
during foe Iran-Iraq war,” the 
minister noted. 

The paper stressed that foe 
extra weight on the roads was the 
direct cause of damage which cost 
foe country huge funds. The pap- 
er recommended foe application 
of axial weight regulations to 
protect the road network which 
cast some JD 1,200 million to 
build. 

The second paper, which was 
submitted by the Public Security 
Department, dealt with control 
on road use by trucks. “It is foe 
design and foe specifications of 
roads and bridges which deter- 
mine foe amount of weight that 
road can cany," said the paper. 

The paper called for the ap- 
plication of the axial weight reg- 
ulations and recommended im- 
posing stricter penalties on viola- 
tors of the law. The paper also 
suggested installing weighing sta- 
tions in order to check the 
amount of weight carried by each 
vehicle. 

Other phpers to be reviewed 
cover relationships between axle 
loads and the cost of road use. 
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On with business 


NOW that the government of Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
has won the Parliament's vote of confidence, die stage 
is set for both the government and Parliament to get 
into bnsiness and start once again the process of 
dealing effectively with their respective agendas. The 
issues on the agendas of both sides are many and 
formidable and by and large complementary in the 
sense that their resolution would require the full 
cooperation and coordination of the two branches of 
government. At a time when the Cabinet will be taken 
with the issue of peace in the Middle East as well as 
with the formulation of meaningful policies to tackle 
the economic woes facing the country, notably unem- 
ployment and the ever-increasing pockets of poverty, 
deputies would be busy debating and adopting new 
legislations, especially on the formation of political 
parties and freedom of publication and press. In this 
context, it would be difficult if not impossible to 
delineate with any degree of precision where the role of 
the executive branch begins and where the function of 
the legislative branch ends. That is why maximum 
synchronisation between the two sides is called for in 
these trying times when there are grave domestic and 
external challenges facing the country. Judging by the 
tone and substance of the Lower House of Parliament 
debate during the last two days, which was devoid of 
shallow rhetoric and characterised by seasoned analy- 
sis, one would expect the same harmonious atmos- 
phere to dominate the relationship between them in tike 
coming two years. After all, the stakes for democracy 
and the continued democratisatioo process are indeed 
big and no one in a position of responsibility can afford 
to undermine what we all have painstaking ly en- 
deavoured to construct ever since the resurrection of 
parliamentary democracy in 1989. The eyes of the 
people will surely be focused on how their representa- 
tives in Par liame nt would be carrying on their solemn 
duties. Likewise, Jordanians wiD zealously observe 
how the government is implementing directives in- 
cluded in the King’s speech from the throne on the 
basis of which the government sought confidence. In 
this vein, it would be most useful if contacts and 
communication between the various Cabinet ministers 
on the one hand, and parliamentarians, on the other, 
could continue beyond the Parliament’s building. 
There is a need for a perpetual dialogue over the 
proliferating issues facing the country. Such an 
exchange of views needs to be institutionalised on 
firmer grounds in order to render them more con- 
structive and effective. Both branches of government 
cannot afford to fail (he Kingdom in this eventful era. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE UNITED States is master of hypocrisy and is far from being 
great or a superpower in view of its criminal policies and the 
massacring of innocent civilians around the world, said A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily in an editorial Monday. Referring to Washington’s 
announcement of a worldwide campaign to raise contributions 
.and food aid to the hungry people of Russia, the paper said that as 
it makes this announcement the United States is killing the Iraqi 
people through the continuing embargo. Hie paper said that 
President George Bush is massacring tens of thousands of 
children and sick men and women without shedding one tear, but 
he is careful to show the world that he sympathises with the 
hungry people of Russia. The United States can by no means be 
considered a great superpower because to be great it should offer 
humanity great feats, helping to brighten people's lives not taking 
them away, the paper continued. Only those personalities who 
offered mankind great help are considered by history to be great 
because they valued principles and noble actions, the paper 
added. It said that the American president is trying to build 
personal glory for himself and is seeking a second term in office 
through continuing his murderous acts against the innocent 
people of Iraq. The paper said that such a situation is a big 
tragedy for mankind and not an achievement at a time when the 
world has begun to wake up to the reality that Washington’s 
bragging about democracy and human rights is nothing but a big 
lie, a synonym for crimes and murder. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily attacked the United States for 
seeking a new resolution from the U.N. General Assembly 
rescinding a former resolution equating Zionism with racism. 
Mohammad Kharroub said with this move the United States is 


trying to terminate all the gains achieved by countries of the Third 
World over the past decades and during the cold war era. By 
rescinding its own resolution about Zionism, the General Assem- 
bly is thus helping Washington achieve its goal of the so-called 
new world order which condones Israel's continued occupation of 
Arab land and its racist policies against the Palestinian people, the 
writer said. He said that the United States, which claims to be 
keen on achieving peace in the Middle East, is allowing Israel to 
step up its racist and terrorist actions against the Palestinians and 
continue to occupy Arab lands. Any claim by the United States 
that it is not a protector of the aggressors is false and can not 
deceive any on one, said the writer. Should the United States 
succeed in its attempt to rescind the assembly’s previous 
resolution at Monday’s meeting, said the writer, it would prove to 
the world once again that the whole world community is subject to 
Washington’s will and whims and can only act in a manner that 
would best safeguard American and Zionist interests. 


White House and Democrats hint 


possible cooperation on economy 


<*■ 




.' * ■ 




By Susan Cornwell 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Faced with 
the threat of a renewed plunge 
into recession, the U.S. adminis- 
tration and some top Democrats 
have started to think about coop- 
erating to get the economy out of 
trouble and themselves reelected. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has not decided which levers to 
pull to try to spur economic 
growth, as was apparent by the 
contradictory testimony of his 
economic advisers on Capitol Hill 
last week. 

But the bearings before the 
tax-writing House of Representa- 
tives Ways and Means Commit- 
tee did produce elements of a 


possible deal between the Repub- 
lican administration and the 
Democratic-donrinated Congress 
on a tax-cut package to stimulate 
the economy before the 1992 
elections. 

By the weekend, key people on 
both sides were talking about 
negotiations and compromise. 

Dan Rostenkowski, who chairs 
the Ways and Means Committee, 
said the Democrats would come 
forward with their own tax-cut 
proposals, but hoped there would 
be negotiations with the Bush 
administration. 

“I think that the country is 
ready for fair negotiations and 
that the people are tired of us 
bickering,” be told the Cable 
News Network (CNN) on Satur- 


day. 

Bush’s bndget Director 
Richard Daman offered a timet- 
able for bipartisan talks on an 
economic growth p ackag e. 

“I would hope we could begin 
the process of consultation on a 
possible compromise in early 
January with key members” of 
Congress, he said on the NBC 
television network on Sunday. 

But other officials warned that 
a deal between the White House 
and Congress was a long shot in 
an election year, when both poli- 
tical parties are trying to get the 
upper hand. 

“It’s a long way from here to 
there. We may end up with a big 
fight before we get there,” one 
senior administration official told 


Reuters. 

During hearings before Mr. 
Rostenkowskfs committee on 
Thursday and Friday, it emerged 
the Bush administration was 
more willing than before to con- 
sider tax cuts for tire middle class, 
a standard battle-cry of the 
Democrats. 

Mr. Darman testified that Mr. 
Bush has ordered his economic 
advisers to study whether middle 
class tax cuts should be part of the 
economic package the president 
plans to unveil in his state of the 
union address at the end of Janu- 


ary. 


It was also pointed out daring 
the Ways and Means Committee 
hearings that some Democrats 
favour a cut in the tax on invest- 


ment profits, a proposal dear to 
Mr. Bush’s heart. 

But even if the parties reach 
agreement on a mix of these 
tax-cut proposals, the question 
r emains of how to pay for them 
and whether this can be done 
within the limits of last year’s 
deficit-reduction deal between 
the White House and Congress. 

Agreement on a tax-cut pack- 
age would run counter to the 
Democrats’ desire to keep Mr. 
Bosh squirming on the economy, 
the president’s greatest political 
vulnerability. 

Cooperation with the Demo- 
crats on economic policy would 
require Mr. Bush to rein in his 
Congress-bashing, a favourite 
method die (Resident uses to 


blame Capitol Hill for the races- * % 

skm. 

If he gives in too much to the ’ 
Democrats, Mr. Bush also 1 

the risk of alienating the RepobB* 
can right wing, still angry with ¥'¥ 
Mr.Darmanfor making last year’s • ‘ 

budget deal with Congress. ,S¥ 

A Capitol H3I source said on TV? 7 ' 
Friday the congressional Budget 
Office would soon revise its eco- ~ 

nomic growth estimates down, 
ward to one per cent or below hi 
the current quarter — dangerons- 
ly dose to a second dip j m 
recession after two quarters of 
sluggish growth. • ' 

Some observers say tins worri- 
some outlook will push Republi- 
cans and Democrats to mai^ a 
tax-cot deal. 




Despite Gulf war triumph, 1991 




- 


was bad year for the Pentagon 


By Charles Aktinger 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military gave Iraq a high-tech 
thrashing in the Gulf war this 
year but was cut down at home 
with a budget axe. 

Despite the restoration of 
militaiy pride by American forces 
in Kuwait nearly two decades 
after the debacle of Vietnam, 
many defence officials and pri- 
vate analysts said 1991 was, on 
balance, a bad year for the Penta- 
gon. 

It was a good time for women 
in tiie aimed services and a sad 
one for battleships, especially the 
USS Iowa. 

The big hero was Gulf war 
commander General “stormin” 
Norman Schwarzkopf. 

After 10 years of S300 trillion 
annual defence budgets under 
presidents Regan and Bush, Con- 
gress in November passed a $291 
trillion militaiy budget for 1992 
which stalled, the costly B-2 
Stealth (radar-evading) bomber 
programme and killed other ma_- 
Jor projects. 

“It was a harbinger of much 
deeper cuts to come,” said for- 
mer Defence Secretary Harold 
Brown. “We are in a militaiy 
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14 aircraft camera to 12. Thai 
total might be reduced to nine 
over the next five years, some 

suggested. 

The officials also questioned 
whether the navy could afford to 
build 12 new Sea wolf attack sub- 
marines at two billion dollars 
each. The first is not yet launched 
and is already being rebuilt be- 
cause of hairime hull cracks. 




The year was only seven days 
old when Mr. Cheney killed the 
navy’s $57 trillion A-12 attack jet 
programme because its joint de- 
velopers, McDonnell Douglas 
and General Dynamics, could not 
say how much the plane would 
cost 


And Congress signalled in 
November that it planned to halt 
production of the Northrop B-2 
at the currently planned total of 
15. But it deferred a final decision 
on the bombers, with a price tag 
of at least $850 million each... 

- - rrhcB-2 has the limelight. Bid 
it’s only the gp of .the iceberg tin 
spending cuts,”, said. one senior 
defence official.-' 


down cycle driven by debt and 
the end of the cold war.” 

“The defence budget was going 


down before the coalition drove 
Iraqi troops out of Kuwait. And it 
went down faster when the vic- 


tory parades ended,” said former 
Assistant Defence Secretary 
Lawrence Korb. 


Baker hits out at new isolationism 


By David Hoffman 


WASHINGTON — Fearing that 
growing domestic problems may 
give rise to a new wave of U.S. 
isolationism. Secretary of State 
James Baker says the United 
States cannot afford to become 
disengaged from world affairs 
now' that it is the last remaining 
superpower. 

In an interview, Mr. Baker 
cited the U.S. roles in seeking a 
peaceful evolution of the former 
Soviet Union, advancing the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
pushing for an open world trading 
system as evidence of America's 
continuing importance in foster- 
ing international stability. “It’s 
important for the United States 
to stay engaged, it’s important 
that we not pull back, even 
though that is always the tenden- 
cy in times of recession, and more 
so in the immediate aftermath of 
the collapse of communism and 
the security threat that has ex- 
isted for the last 40 years,” Mr. 
Baker said. 


His comments come at a time 
polls show the American public is 
looking inward, more concerned 
about domestic ills than overseas 
engagements. 


President George Bush, pre- 
paring his reelection campaign, is 
facing increased pressure to re- 
spond to concerns about affairs at 
home, including the stalled U.S. 
economy. Mr. Bush is being chal- 
lenged by both Democrats and 
the right wing of his own party to 
be more of an activist at home. 

Mr. Baker said the administra- 
tion would continue to speak out 
against the isolationist tide in 
public opinion. “I think what we 
say is, our pre-eminent position in 
international affairs is important 
in terms of U.N. interests, U.S. 
economic interests,” he said in 
the interview. “That if we pull 
back, we will be less competitive 
from an economic standpoint, in- 
ternationally, and that our history 
shows us that periods of isolation 
are not productive in terms of the 
domestic U.S. economy.” 
However, the changing mood at 
home has clearly hemmed in the 
foreign policy goals of the admi- 
nistration, along with the re- 
sources available for financing 
everything from peace in the 
Middle East to peace in the 
Soviet Union. 

The United States, for inst- 
ance. will not be able to afford a 
settlement among Israel, the 
Palestinians and Arab states that 


would be as costly as the Camp 
David accord in 1979 between 
Israel and Egypt, which involved 
annual U.S. commitments of bil- 
lions of dollars. “We’re not play- 
ing that game,” said a senior 
administration official. 

Also, after repeated promises 
to help the reformers and demo- 
crats in the Soviet republics, the 
mood in the United States toward 
Soviet aid has turned chilly. 
When Congress recently debated 
whether to redirect some Penta- 
gon spending to help the Soviet 
Union dismantle its nuclear 
arsenal, 'Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker 
were notably silent. 

The administration has still not 
said whether Mr. Bush will imple- 
ment legislation Congress even- 
tually passed authorising $400 
million for dismantling Soviet 
nuclear arms, though the presi- 
dent is expected to do so. Given 
the restraints on resources, Mr. 
Baker said he intends to use 
American “prestige and influ- 
ence” on his visit later this month 
to Russia, the Ukraine and 
Byelorussia to help avert violence 
in the disintegration of the old 
Soviet Union. “We’re talking ab- 
out helping the democrats, the refor- 
mers, the republics and the lead- 
ership of tiie republics,” Mr. 


Baker said. “And I think that 
argument can be successfully 
made here, up on... (Capitol) 
Hill and to the American 
people.’’ 

Amid news reports that Musco- 
vites face a desperate food shor- 
tage, Mr. Baker said he would 
also be trying to assess whether 
additional humanitarian aid, such 
as food and medicine, is needed. 
“To the extent that it’s required, 
there may be some other things 
that we in the West want to do.” 


Hie shift of power from Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev to 
the republics has posed a dilem- 
ma for Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker, 
who want better ties with the 
republics without undermining 
Mr. Gorbachev and the centre. 
Mr. Baker said Mr. Gorbachev 
“is trying to manage this trans- 
formation, and I would argue that 
he’s trying to manage it in a 
positive way. 

But U.S. officials have come to 
the conclusion privately that Mr. 
Gorbachev is slipping toward 
irrelevance and probably cannot 
hold together the kind of union 
be envisions, making republic 
leaders more likely to determine 
the future of the former Soviet 
empire — The Washington Post. 


Soviet immigration slumps 


THE immigration of Soviet Jews 
into Israel slumped sharply in the 
third quarter of the year, reflect- 
ing the serious difficulties new 
arrivals have had finding employ- 
ment and bousing. 

Official Israeli figures show 
that 33,200 immigrants arrived 
during die third quarter, of whom 
30,250 were from the Soviet Un- 
This compares with 72,260 


A new opinion survey has 
meanwhile shown that nearly 30 
per cent of the Soviet immigrants 
who have arrived since Septem- 
ber 1989 would prefer to live 
elsewhere five years hence. The 
poll, conducted in October by 
Israel's Tazpit Research Institute, 
revealed that almost 10 per cent 
would like to live in West Europe, 
7 per cent in the United States 
and 7 per cent in other countries. 


USSR to delay plans to emigrate 
to Israel, 16 per cent were recomm- 
ending emigration to countries 
other than Israel and 10 per cent 
were advising their friends 


relatives 

Union. 


and 


to stay in tiie Soviet 


In a similar survey conducted 
Dy razpit in June, only 37 per 
cent of immigrants said that they 
were advising friends and rela- 


fin dings were “grave” and indi- 
cated “a worsening absorption 
criris in Israel.” He added that 
the immigration from the Soviet 
Union looked set to continue 
slowing down. 

Hie Jewish Agency, which 
oversees Israel’s immigration 
programmes, hopes that the start 
of direct flights to Israel from the 
Soviet Union last month will 


ton. 

arrivals in the second quarter, of / per cenr m otner countries. , 7 ~ ~ — & **»“*» <mu rcia- wuwu ihsi montn will 

whom 54,250 were from the A further 7 per cent said that they 7^ 10 delay emigrating and only speed the flow of new arrivals. 

rom would like to return to the Soviet J? er - wcre advising them to The agency’s head, Simha Dinitz. 
T t — ■ — stay in the USSR. — •*--* -*- ■ — — - - 


Soviet Union and 16,350 from 
Ethiopia. 

In the January 1990-September 
1991 period, 343,000 inunigrants 
arrived, of whom 304,000 were 
Soviet Jews. 


Union. 


Moreover, 52 per cent of re- 
spondents said that they were ad- 
vising friends and relatives in the 


Un Gordon, who heads the 
Jewish Agency's Immigration and 
Absorption Department, told the 
Jerusalem Post that the survey’s 


claims that about 35,000 Soviet 
Jews presently bold exit visas. 


Whether they actually use therp 
to travel to Israel, however, re- 
mains to be seen — CAABU. 


Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and army General Cohn 
Powell, chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff, landed the Gulf 
victory — including an amazing 
three^lay armoured thrust in the 
desert — as catharsis after the 
Vietnam syndrome of U.S. milit- 
ary failure. 


But the dose of 1991 saw, Mr. 
Cheney and the White House 
fighting a war of words with 
Congress over whether to make 
deeper cuts than the Pentagon’s 
plan to reduce U.S/ troops from 
two million to 1.6 million ' 
1995. 


by 


Senior defence officials pri- 
vately confirmed that the armed 
services were already considering 
even more cuts beyond current 
plans to shrink the navy’s fleet of 


Lawmakers also decided 
against bnilding more of the 
ageing little F-117A Stealth fight- 
ers used in tiie Gulf war although 
they gave the Defence Depart- 
ment the go-ahead to bntid a 
limited, ground-based anti-mis- 
sile defence system. 

Praising the way women per- 
formed in support roles in the 
Gulf, Congress repealed a lav 
which barred them from flying' 
U.S. combat aircraft. Mr.. 
Cheney promised tiie air force 
and navy would give strong con- 
sideration , to sending female 
pilots and crews off to battle for 
the first time. .. . 

Of the four World War' n 
vintage U.S. battleships in service 
at the start of 1991, only the USS 
Missouri remained out of moth- 
balls in December to help cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbour. 


LETTERS 


We deserve better 


To tihe Editor: 


It is indeed astonishing to watch the very amateurish coverage of j 
the peace conference on the Englsih channel news ax lfcOOi— 

Not only does the reporter not have an inkling of the political ■ 
background as to what she is covering, she does not have a due as - 
to the art of listening when interviewing people who have an 
important say at these talks. 

Moreover, and periiaps of paramount importance,. . is- her 
command of the English language- It is abysmal. She cannot 
construct a simple question in English using tiie right verbs. She 
gesticulates instead of keeping her poise and nods her h ea d when 
she should be concentrating on what the other person is saying. 
She does not know the difference between the Security Councfl 
and the General Assembly, two bodies of the United Nations ttatl 
have adopted very important resolutions pertaining to the Middle 
East and, invariably, die does not understand the meaning of the 
q uesti ons she is poring which absolutely leads to her very' 
unimpressive presence. What a shame for the conference to be 
covered in this manner. 

We do deserve far better than this, since we think that Jordan 
Television has much better qualified staff to do the job. 

If the television insists on having her on however, J would 
suggest to them to have her trained and enroled in history and 
English language lessons. She may do it right then. • T*' 


Norma SbaDnob^; 
Amman, Jordan/^ 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions fining 
they wish to tackle. Letters intended for * 
pu ^ ca ?? n ’ howev er , should contain the writer’s full name and: 
35 "!"?* Hames can be withheld dnfy ttporL, 
QKam ^^ Letters are 

editing. The newspaper is not responsible for therefonj rtWsed- 

manusoypts. . - 


, ":■■■■■* 
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keeps talks bogged down 


'' (Continued from page I) 

from l4 to 10 members with a stron- 
• gcrJo«iaiBM presence on the Pal«sti- 
: - nfan side. 

The bam Israeli conwer-pcoposal 
L- was ap p ar ently shaped with the two 
Israeli demands in mind. 

. Dr. Ashrawi strode a pessimistic 
t “ note after the Israefis refused to 
accept either of the proposals saying 
, ■ ' the peace ptocas was in “serious 


"We are qmdcly moving mio a 
VaZv deadlock, we nave a serious sense of 
"-dismay md we feel the Israels are 
jjJV . goickly pushing us into an impasse," 
l J*i r .Dr- Ashrawi told reporter s in a press 
/; { conference after the morning session. 
jjIgY No progress was reported in 
tarad’s separata tafia with Syrian and 
Q tv ^Lebanese delegations. 

1 thJ. - Israeli and Syrian negotiators duel* 
tawV. led over Syria’s insolence on a return 
kvj of the land Israel occup ied in 1967. 
and brad’s tmjstrmce that Syria first 
prow it accept the legitimacy of the 
Jewish state. 

in the of the meeting, 

Israeli delation leader Yosef Ben- 
1W Aharon said he received word that 
^ lha bodies of two “terrorists” car- 
rying Syrian papers had been found 
on the shore of the occupied Gaza 
n. _■ Ship. Mr. Ben- Aharon said he urged 
£•* Syria to stop all “terrorist” activities 
against Israel by groups based on its 
: f territory. 

■Ja- “They are hying our patience.” 
Jt was Syrian delegation chief Mnwafiak 

■ AHafs assessment of foe three-hour 
session with the Israefis. “But as I 
old you, we are very patient,” be 
told reporter! huddled under blankets 

£■' outside the State Department in die 

■ “cold. 

“Unfortunately, the Israeli delega- 
tion is not bodging an inch,” he said. 
Both shies have agreed, nevertheless, 
to meet again Tuesday. 
h .■ “The substance of the whole thing, 
j * • as I told you, is territory for peace. 
They have to give up foe territories 
they oosupted," Mr. AJM said. 

Syria points out that U.N. Resotu- 
tion 242, one of the bases of foe peace 
1^5 talfca, raite for unconditional Israeli 
tty}, withdrawal from the occupied Golan 
a t'b Heights. . 

. l/W Mr. Ben Aharon said: “Reducing 
' Resolution 242 into a simplistic for- 
umb of bnd-for-peaoe is illusory and 
^ deceptive, unbalanced and illogical. 

“ Because according to fob formula 


it seems as if Israel is the one that is 
miring peace ami Syria is the one 
that is Peking territory .** 

Mr. Netanayahu jfcn tu*niy^ 
Syrians of stonewalling one what 
Israel considers as mistreatment of 
Jews in Syria. 

Syria has refused to discuss the 
subject and has invited International 
observers to visit foe country unH 
ascertain whether the Israeli charge is 
true. 

Mr. Allaf told reporters before 
Monday's meeting that- progress was 


“The peac e process continues but 
the peace itself is still elusive. We 
hope we shall have a fruitful week, 1 ' 
be said. 

Mr. Ben Aharson said: “We will 
ma ke ev ery effort to make some 
progress before we end this round of 
talks. I don’t think we arc getting 
nowhere. 

“This is our first opport u nity to 
meet face to face. We never spoke to 
a Syrian delegation in more than 40 
years. If we begin to identify points of 
agreement in the course of this week 
and build on them... that in itself is 
already an achievement.” 

Israeli spokesman Netanyahu cold 
a news conference: “It is dear that 
the Arab side, led by the Palestinian 
Arabs, are raising talks-busters, 
issues that they know will bust the 
talks. 

"They are seeking dearly an impas- 
se with a view to having the impasse 
bring in the United States.” 

He died the discovery of the bodies 
of two Syrians off foe coast of Gaza as 
evidence of the Arabs' belligerent 
intentions. "They were dearly sent or 
were embarked on a mission of vio- 
lence," be said. 

Israeli negotiators met separately 
with Lebanese delegates for the 
fourth day and agreed to meet again 
Tuesday. 

“It’s slow, unfortunately, very 
slow,” said Israeli negotiator Uri Lur- 
brani after two-and-a -half hours of 
talks with the Lebanese. “But well 
keep trying.” 

Israel b3S proposed a peace treaty 
with Lebanon. Lebanon is demanding 
that Israel first withdraw the troops it 
maintains in southern Lebanon, 
where it occupies a “buffer zone” to 
deter resistance attacks on its border. 

George Hawalmeb and Ghadeer 
Taber contributed to ibis report 


Government wins vote 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mdanat — abstained (the ninth mem- 
ber, Husm Shryab, was absent). 

Leith Sfabeilsf and Yaccoub Qar- 
rasb — independents — voted “no.” 

The partiameBtary endorsement of 
the government now dean the way 
for foe next step in Jordan's idemocra- 
tisatkm process — legislation aimed 
at le galising political parties and 
streamlining the press and publication 
sectors as well as finalisation of an 
election law which addresses some of 
the controveisial areas in the erkring 
system of constituencies and voting. 

In bis reply to deputies’ comments 
on the government’s poEcy program- 
me. Sharif Zeid alluded to the task be 
has been entrusted with. 

Describing democracy as a way of 
fife chosen by the leadership and 
people of Jordan and to winch they 
are fuOy committed, Sharif Zeid ro- 
ta^ that he had served a short term 
as prime minister in 1989 to supervise 
the Kingdom’s first general elections 
in 22 years and which produced the 
, serving Lower House. 

- “I am once again responding to the 
orders of His Majesty King Hussein 
to contribute to broadening the 
democratisation process and help it 
develop,” be said, calfing for coop- 
eration and coordination among the 
three brandies of government in the 
endeavours to nurture democracy. 

In an implicit reference to legisla- 
tion aimed at streamlining popular 
participation and consolidate demo- 
cracy, the prime minister said: 

. "It is the beginning of a long 
march. The oompletkm of otter 
democratic institutions such as poli- 
tical pluralism, freedom of the press 
and professional unions and associa- 
tions is no less important than par- 
liamentary since they are com- 
plementary fo democracy. 

“We are determined to cooperate 
faDy with your kind council to com- 

- plete the needed legislation for the 
demooatic march and to eliminate all 
remnants of martial law.” 

Draft legislation currently before 
the House include a law on legalising 
political parties and another ou press 
and publications. Work is under way 
on the new election law. 

In recent interviews, King Hussein 
has alluded to the possibility that, 
subject to the enactment of these 
laws, be could dissolve the present 
parliament and call new electi on s, 
expected to mark the hi ghligh t of 
Sharif Zekfs prese n t tenure as prime 
■ naphta - 

In his remarks to the House Mon- 
day. Sharif Zeid deplored foe dis- 
array in the Arab Work! and decried 
that “no lessons have been learnt 
from the e xp e ri e nc e , of foe tragedies 
that befefi the Arab Order.” 

“ Inste ad of searching for reasons 
' and loopholes that led to the ex- 
acerbation of foe Gulf crisis and its 
oonsequences on Arab ranks, inter- 
Arab relations today are built on the 
basis of the winner and die van- 
quished, the punisher and the 
Punished, the acc us er and the ac- 
cused,” he said. 

“We have e m ended our hands to 
our brothers without weakness since 
we are strong in our principles, our 
fcadeiabip, our regime and our free 
People who are confident of them- 
'tefrcs, but maybe some had mis- 
ondentood or rushed into judging 
Qa," be said in an abvkms r e feren ce to 
•'Otdaq’s efforts to reconcile with 
Arab states m foe post-Gulf war era. 
0° a n interview with Renters, King 
Hussein said Monday that hi* en- 
deavours to impr o v e relations and 
beal the rift in foe Arab tanks bad not 
Blade much headway. See sepa ra te 
-story). 

Jordan wiH continue to betid its 

head high and wifi not bow to a* 


materialistic war or economic press- 
ures regardless of the burdens (that 
foe pressures) that have been im- 
posed on us,” Sharif Zdd told the 
lawmakers. 

“Despite all these, we welcome all 
-the Arabs, wherever they are.” 

Agreeing with deputies' pointed 
observations on the overall economic 
situation of Jordan, the prime minis- 
ter said poverty, unemployment, 
soaring prices and indebtedness were 
the main problems facing the country . ’ 

“An economy which suffers from i 
any of these problems js a burdened 
economy,” he noted. “How would it 
be when they are together present in 
one economy?” 

Sharif Zeid referred to the seven- 
year “revival and restructuring plan” 
that the government presented to the 
House along with the 1992 draft 
budget last week and express confi- 
dence that the programme would be 
successful in “firmly containing the 
effects (of the economic problems).” 

The- government will not be satis- 
fied with short-term measures and | 
solutions, he added. Proper attention 
is being given in the plan to such vital I 
sectors as agriculture, industry, wa- 
ter, education, health, youth, justice, 
services, the environment of the per- 
formance of foe government, be 
pointed out. 

Noting that the plan aims at a 
gradual increase of foe annual growth 
in gross domestic product (GDP) 
from 1992 and focuses on raising (he 
standard of fiving of foe low and 
limited income group, be said the 
government will seek to e nhanc e self- 
reliance and find solutions' to “inter- 
nal and external economic disruptions 
through following financial and 
monetary policies which will lead to 
boosting confidence in the national 
currency and preserve it stability, 
encourage investments in productive ■ 
sectors...” 

In an obvious reference to calls by 
several deputies for development of 
foe outlying regions, Sharif Zeid 
pledged even jfismbution of projects 
throughout the Kin gdom . 

■ in general, solutions to the prob- 
lems facing Jordan “will be slow but 
wifi be successful," be said. Partioilar 
care will be given to developing 
employment-creating small and 
medfrnn-scaJe industries and export- 
oriented production through offering 
incentives, be added. 

Accompanying the seven-year plan 
will be short-term programmes to 
offer immediate alleviation to some 
of the problems, and these include 
pitting an end to profiteering and 
«tahflHang prices, be said. 

Ptwphairing foe need to improve 
administrative performance of public 
institutions, foe prime minister called 
on every chrfl servant to “realise the 
seriousness of this stage... and realise 
our determination to go forward in 
dm process of administrative re form 
within a definite timeframe and with 
definite objectives.” 

The government will also give 
proper care to developing education 

“the process of making man and 

developing his talents and creativity 
— and maintaining and upgrading the 

security forces, he said. 

[Allowing foe vote of confidence. 
Sharif Zeid thanked the House, “in- 
ducting those who a bstaine d and 
di p** who voted against him,” and 
promised close cooperation with the 
legislative authority. 

“We do not claim that we wul 

adneve miracles.” te sakL “Tte^fo 

ahead is difficult and full of chal- 
lenges and requires all of us to stand 
together and dose ranks and we 
promise you serious work and not to 
.^are any effort for the vreUbemg of 
the country and dtizens. 


| Washington 

(Continued from page 1) 

order preventing the Arab family 
from moving back into the house. 

“Silwan wilt be a fortress in the 
face of Judaisation and settle- 
ment,” one banner carried by 
Monday’s demonstrators read. 
The demonstration ended peace- 
fully. 

The government-backed Jew- 
ish settlers have put up fences and 
extended electricity lines. 

Palestinian leader Faisal AJ 
Husseini announced a court rul- 
ing that the Arab family could 
retake possession of the one- 
room house pending a higher 
court decision on the ownership. 

“It is a reasonable decision. 
But I want the whole business to 
stop here," Mr. Husseini told 
reporters. “When we have a 
peaceful solution, I am sure it will 
be possible for anyone to come 
and live freely in the place they 
like." 

Owner Fatmeh Karaeen, 45, 
cried on learning of the court 
ruling. But police delayed imple- 
mentation of the decision and 
settlers said they legally challenge 
foe decision. 

“Our joy will come when alt 
foe Arab houses are returned — 
not only mine,” Karaeen said. 

Mr. Husseini warned last week 
foe settlers* move into Silwan 
could undermine Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in Washington. 

One of the signs carried by 
Palestinian demonstrators 
showed a caricature of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
saying, “We entered Silwan be- 
fore we entered the negotiating 
room,” a reference to foe stalled 
peace talks in Washington. 

“Down with foe settlers, down 
with occupation, down with rac- 
ism," said another of the mar- 
chers’ banners. 

In another development. 
Palestinians are banned from 
walking or loitering within 150 
metres of main roads in the occu- 
pied territories after dark in an 
effort to curb attacks on Israelis, 
an official said Monday. 

The unusual measure came 
amid a sharp rise in attacks by 
Arabs as well as vigilantism by 
Jewish settlers. Some officials say 
the stepped-up violence results 
from opposition to the peace ■ 
talks by extremists on both sides. 

In Jerusalem, slogans conde- 
mning one of Israel’s negotiators 
to foe Washington peace talks as 
a “traitor” were found Monday 
painted on foe man’s home. 

' The slogans, aimed at cabinet 
secretary E hakim Rubinstein, 
rfrirf negotiator with Palestinians 
and Jordanians, were signed by 
the anti-Arab Kadi movement, ■ 
said a police spokesman. 

In the West Bank, settlers J 
.parked 20 automobiles on a hi gh -. 
way a main road just outside 
I Jerusalem, blocking traffic for an 
Shorn during the morning rush, 
-the army said. 

. The protest called for suffer 
actions against Palestinians. Sol- 
diers broke up the demonstra- 
tion, but no arrests were re- 
ported. - ' 


King: No retraction from two tracks 
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troops to join foe U.S.-led multi- 
national military coalition that 
drove Iraq from Kuwait in the 
six-week war. 

“Facts (about Jordan's stance) 
stand dear,” be said. “I believe 
that many of our brethren in the 
Arab World, once they are able 


to assess exactly what did hap- 
pen, will realise that they 
wronged us terribly,” the King 
said. 

The most recent post-war re- 
conciliation efforts came at last 
week's Organisation of foe Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) summit, 
foe first such high-level gathering 


in almost two yean. 

Most key Arab leaders, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia King Fabd, 
stayed away from foe summit in 
the Senegalese capital Dakar, en- 
ding any immediate prospects for 
King Hussein to directly present 
his case. 

King Hussein said Jordan’s 
efforts to reconcile Arabs should 
not be misconstrued as anything 


but a genuine desire to try to look 
ahead rather than back. 

“If these approaches and 
attempts are misconstrued as 
weakness it will be very, very 
sad,” he said. “In any event, we 
have gone as far as we can and... 
we will wait and see." 

The King said he had extensive 
contacts recently with Egypt, 
another leading Arab member of 


foe anti-Iraq alliance, but ruled 
out an imminent fence-mending 
visit to Cairo by saying “nothing 
is planned at foe moment." 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak sent his political adviser 
Osama A1 Baz to Jordan two 
weeks ago, after Jordan’s deputy 
prime minister, Ali Suheimat, vi- 
sited Cairo with a letter from the 
King to Mubarak. 
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APL now links Aqaba to its network 

American President Lines has a long history as a transportation 
leader in the world. Two decades ago we pioneered container- 
isation to the Middle East, and in the mid-1980’s launched a 
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portation meet your shipping needs — call APL 
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Wheaton wins Grand Slam Cup 


MUNICH (AP) — David 
Wheaton captured the biggest 
prize in tennis and found the 
excitement wore off quickly. 

“It was a great day but 10-15 
minutes, you hold the trophy, 
everybody leaves and goes on 
with life,” Wheaton said. 

However, his 7-5, 6-2, 6-4, 
victory over fellow American 
Michael Chang Sunday in the 
final of the Grand Slam Cup 
however allowed him to go home 
with $2 million. 


Wheaton, ranked 17th on the 
men's circuit, had won just one 
ATP tour-sanctioned tournament 
in his career, the 1990 U.S. clay 
court title in Charleston, South’ 
Carolina. 


big picture of the match, I would 
say my serve was the major fac- 
tor.” 

The Grand Slam Cup, a S6 
million event in its second year, 
gathers the top finishers from the 
four Grand Slam tournaments 
but does not count for any ATP 
Tour rankings or official prize 
money. 

Bat despite the expected top- 
name field, illness, 1 injuries and 
iate-season fatigue cost the 
tournament Stefan Edberg and 
Boris Becker before it began and 
French Open winner Jim Courier 
lost in the early rounds. 

“I really feel now bow the top 
three feel,” Wheaton said. 


But Sunday's win more than 
doubled his career earnings, 
while the 15th-ranked Chang 
earned $1 million for the day, 
ending a year for him that in- 
cluded just one tournament vic- 
toiy. 

- “David played very well. He 
served very well and that was my 
major problem,” Chang said. “It 
was tough enough trying to hold 
my own serve without thinking of 
breaking his.” 

“My serve was able to get me 
out of some tough situations,” 
Wheaton said. ‘To look at the 


“You just can't play every 
week. It's not only physically, but 
also it mentally drains you.” 
Chang had been bothered by a 
groin injury for the past three 
matches and both finalists wore 
compression shorts for leg sup- 
port. 


“It takes its toll,” Chang said. 
“It was unfortunate I had the 
injury but I didn’t think it played 
a major role today.” 

Wheaton, 22. led 5-4 and 
served for the first after more 
than an hour but Chang coun- 
tered with four good returns to 
break him at love. 


Wheaton broke back to lead 
6-5 and this time served out at 
love to win the set, finishing with 
an ace. 

“It’s so nice to be able to come 
up with an ace on a big point,” 
Wheaton said. 

Wheaton’s serve bailed him out 
of trouble a number of times. 
Chan g had 17 break chances but 
converted just two. 

. In the second set, Wheaton 
jump on Chang's serve again and 
led 2-0. He increasing moved in 
on net and took control, taking a 
5-1 lead before winning 6-2. 

Wheaton gained an early break 
in the third set, coming in behind 
short returns by Chang, and led 
4-1 before Chang rallied to get 
within 4-3. 

“Fve been through the Michael 
Chang comeback syndrome," 
Wheaton said. “At a tournament 
in Hong Kong I was up 5-0 and 
lost, 7-6, 6-1.” 

But Wheaton held serve to 
move to 5-3 and had two match 
points against Chang’s serve, but 
Chang held. Chang however 
couldn’t force a final break, final- 
ly succumbing on a volley winner 
and Wheaton's 17th ace. 

“I never thought it was over 
until I fired that ace down the 
middle for the final point,” 
Wheaton said. 


Both players had enough re- 
sults in the Grand Slam tourna- 
ments to help qualify them for the 
elite field, although neither was 
spectacular. 

Wheaton reached the semifin- 
als at Wimbledon but was elimin- 
ated in die first rounds at the 
Australian and French Openi. 

Chang's top effort was a quar- 
terfinal berth at the French. 

However none of the four 
Grand Slam winners were around 
at the end and only Wimbledon 
winner Michael Stich made it as 
far as the semifinals. 

“It takes every thing out of you 
to go out there and perform with 
high intensity every point of the 
match,” Wheaton said. 

The absences and departures 
paved the way for Chang and 
Wheaton to the final. 

Wheaton readied the final af- 
ter beating Stich in three tieb- 
reakers in Saturday's semifinal 
that ended after midnight, less 
than 14 hours before the final. 

Chang outlasted Ivan Lendl in 
a marathon semifinal match 
Saturday that revived memories 
of their French Open confronta- 
tion two years ago. 

Chang came from two sets 
down and saved a match point to 
beat Lendl, 2-6, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 
(7-5), 9-7 in 4 horns, 42 minutes. 


Milan press on but something stirs at Sampdoria 


LONDON (R) — While un- 
beaten AC Milan moved further 
ahead in the Italian Soccer 
League, something definitely stir- 
red at slumering champions 
Sampdoria. 

Real Madrid, who have now 
dropped only two points all sea- 
son, drew 1-1 at Real Zaragoza in 
Spain but also increased their 
lead thanks to second-placed city 
rivals Atletico. 

Atletico, with their morale 
sinking fast, lost 3-0 at home to 
Sevilla Saturday in their second 
consecutive defeat. • 

Despite reaching the semifinals 
of the European Cup, Sampdoria 
are still sixth from last in Italy but 
hoped the tide had turned after 
beating second-placed Juventus 
1 - 0 . 

It was the sixth consecutive 
game in which Sampdoria had- 
picked up points and captain 
Roberto Mandni was convinced 
that thr rest of the season would 
get better and better. 

“Sampdoria did not rise again 
today but some time back, 
perhaps the end of last month, 
since when we have not lost... all 
we needed was this victory,” he 
told reporters. 

Juventus, who trail Milan by 
two points, were missing the in- 
jured Salvatore Schillad and he 
was replaced by midfielder 
Roberto Baggio, in a more for- 


ward position than usual. 

Juventus coach Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni chalked the move up as a 
failure, saying Baggio could not 
play as a striker. 

While Juventus made doomed 
experiments, Milan drew 1-1 with 
Lazio thanks to an equaliser from 
Dutch striker Marco Van Basten 
who was also celebrating the birth 
of a daughter. 


German striker Kari-Heinz 
Riedle, scorer of the ope nig goal 
for Lazio, was left doubly unsatis- 
fied. however,. 

He picked up an ankle strain 
and is doubtful for Wednesday’s 
vital European Championship 
qualifier against Luxembourg. 
Striker Juergen Klinsmann, who 
twisted a knee ligament during 
Intemazionale's 2-2 draw with 
Genoa, will also be absent. 


China bids for 2000 Olympics 


PEKING (AP) — * Sixteen-year- 
old Lu Wei bowed deeply, took a 
deep breath and began an impas- 
sioned plea for Pelting to win the 
2000 Olympics. 

“China is no longer the sick 
man of Asia," she said. “The 
days have gone when China was 
humiliated by others. China has 
been growing stronger and stron- 
ger” 

Foreigners might not see the 
connection between China's 
weakness half a century ago and 
holding a sporting event, but it is 
dear to Chinese. 

A Peking Olympics will show 
critics and doubters that China 
has arrived in the modem world, 
that it has all the stadiums, satel- 
lite uplinks, highways and hotels 
needed to hold the immense' 
sports meet. Not incidentally, it 
will show that socialism achieved 
it all. 


Being awarded the Olympics is 
an affirmation China wants de- 
sperately, as shown by the gov- 
ernment’s mobilisation of its mas- 
sive population to press the bid. 

Lu Wei was among 800 contes- 
tants in a speech contest on why 
Pelting should get the Olympics 
in the year 2000. Peking residents 
from ages nine to 71 took part, all 
delivering their 416-minate 
speeches in English to demons- 
trate the city’s ability to play host 
to die world. 

In the contest’s third round on 
Dec. 8, Chen Hao, a third grader, 
said she would donate her pocket 
money for the Peking Olympics. 
Su Bn, another primary school 
student, promised to volunteer to 
be an interpreter at the Olympics 
and, meanwhile, to “keep my 
fingers crossed.” The youngsters 
are students at Peking schools 
with special English programmes. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

61991 Trcuie MM8 Services. Vic 

DOUBLE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* 9 7 4 2 

9 K J 

v 6 4 

* E 10 8 6 4 

WEST EAST 

* Q 3 * K J 5 

9 10 9 7 9 Q 8 4 3 2 

v J 9 5 2 Q 10 3 

4 J 7 3 2 *96 

SOUTH 

* A 10 8 6 

9 A 6 6 

•> A K 8 7 

* A Q 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ten of 9 
Card combinations can be very 
tricky. How you play a particular 
suit can depend on the spot cards 
you hold and how many tricks you 
need from that strain. 

North's decision to Bid three no 
trump does not meet with this de- 
partment’s approval. With two pos- 
sible r uffing values in the red suits, 
North should have probed for a 4-4 
spade fit with three dubs. Four 
spades is unbeatable as the cards 
lie— declarer need only duck a spade 
early, then cash the ace of spades 
and leave the master trump out- 


the chance. 

standing to score an overtrick. 

Three no trump was a different 
kettle of fish, especially alter the ten 


of hearts lead. Declarer tried the 
jack from dummy, covered by the 
queen and taken with the ace. After 
cashing the ace and queen of clubs, 
declarer crossed to the king of 
hearts and cashed the king of chibs. . 
When that suit failed to set up, there 
was no longer any way to make the 
contract. 

Declarer’s play was correct had 
North-South needed five dub tricks 
for the contract. However, with five 
fast tricks outside clubs, four tricks 
from the suit would have been 
enough to get home. Possession of 
the eight of dubs was the key to the 
winning line. 

After winning Jiie first trick in 
hand, declarer should cash the ace 
of dubs, then overtake the queen of 
dubs with tbe king. That would land 
the game not only if dubs broke 3-3, 
but also if either defender had start- 
ed with a doubleton jack OR a doub- 
leton nine. In any one of those cases, 
declarer simply continues with the 
ten of dubs to guarantee four cricks 
in the suit, while the king of hearts 
iB still on the table as an entry. 

It took hard work for North- 
South to lose a vulnerable game on 
this deal — it had to be mis bid and 
Displayed! 


striker Kristo Stoichkov, whose 
six month suspension last season 
for stamping on a referee's foot 
was the longest imposed in Span- 
ish first division history, was sent 
off for elbowing a defender in the 
face. 

He then compounded his off- 
ence with a vituperative attack on 
the referee in a subsequent televi- 
sion interview. 

Borussia Dortmund ensured 
they would remain league leaders 
in Germany until February by 
beating Hansa Rostock 4-1 Fri- 
day in their last Bundesliga match 
before the winter break. 


European soccer 


Third placed Napoli were held 
3-3 at home to an irrepressible 
Foggia who had been 3-1 down 15 
minutes from time. “Foggia 
seemed like a team of the living 
dead. They just kept getting back 
up onto their feet,” said coach 
Claudio Ranieri. 

Spanish champions Barcelona 
also showed they can never be 
counted dead and buried until the 
whistle goes by grabbing a 2-2 
draw at fifth-placed Real Burgos 
two minutes from time. 

Barcelona's fiery Bulgarian 


There was even a welcome 
Christmas present for struggling 
Bayern Munich in the form of a 
3-1 win against Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf, which lifted them away 
from the relegation zone. 

Marseille and Jean-Pierre 
Papin, for whom the relegation 
zone is completely alien territory, 
provided a timely reminder they 
are still the tops in France with a 
5-1 thrashing of struggling Ren- 
nes which kept them throe points 
clear of Monaco. 

The champions, seeking a 
fourth successive title, had been 
in patchy form of late but there 
was no doubt of their class as they 
banged in all five goals in the first 
half. 

Papin reinforced his claims to 
be European footballer 1 of the 
year with a hat-trick but had no 
time to bask in the glory as 
Marseille play third placed Paris 
St Germain Tuesday. 

“It will be the biggest match of 
the season,” he said. 

Manchester United moved 


back to the top of the English 
Soccer League with an authorita- 
tive 3-1 win at Chelsea Sunday. 

After taking the lead in the 
19th minute. United over- 
whelmed Chelsea and thoroughly 
deserved the victoiy which lifted 
them a point ahead of Leeds, who 
dropped two points in a 1-1 draw 
at home to Tottenham hotspur 
Saturday. 

Defender Denis Irwin scored 
tbe opening goal from outside the 
box with a curling free-kick, 
awarded when Paul Elliott 
shoved Mark Hughes off the ball. 

Clive Allen, making his 
Chelsea debut after moving from 
Manchester City, went agonising- 
ly dose to equalising a few mi- 
nutes later when he struck the 
crossbar. 

Allen succeeded in grabbing a 
debut goal in the 76th minute 
with a stunning near-post diving 
header, but it came too late to 
save Chelsea who were already 
3-0 down by then. 

He was also booked im- 
mediately afterwards for pushing 
United goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel to retrieve the ball. 

Chelsea, watched by their most 
famous supporter Prime Minister 
’John Major, had gone 2r0 behind 
to a brilliantly-crafted goal in the 
.57th minute. 

Man-of-the-match Hughes 
back-heeled the ball into the 
penalty area where Soviet winger 
Andrei Kanchelskis crossed for 
Brian McClair to thump home. 

Four minutes later United 
made certain of the points when 
Steve Bruce scored from the 
penalty spot after Hughes bad, 
• been brought down from behind' 
as he and two unmarked attack- 
ers bared down on the Chelsea 


okaymarcie.Al 
KICK THE BALL, ANP 
YOU CATCH IT. 1 


UiHAT IF IT HIT5 ME 
IN THE STOMACH? 



Andy Capp 


First ever women’s soccer 
championship held in Jordan 



By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Faculty of Physical Education at the Univ e rs i ty of 
Jordan this week organised Jordan’s first ever women’s soccer 
championship. The senior students beat fire sophomores 5-3 in die 
final match played at the faculty’s indoor court. 

Manal Banat (who won the top scorer's awsfcd for 7 goals) and 
Iman Awni each scored two goals while Ragfaed Tarawneh scored 
the fifth goal for the seniors. Siham and I-»ma KhafaHgh scored for 
the sophomores. 

Seven teams from the Faculty of Physical Edncatioo took part in 
the championship. 

“It was very encouraging to see the students actively fairing part 
in such a competition. It drew tbe interest erf everyone at the 
faculty and there was a big crowd foDowing it,” faculty 
Dr. Sari Harodan told the Jordan Times. 

“Many countries now have women’s soccer teams participating 
in champ ionships worldwide. Maybe this will be a starting point 
towards the forming of women’s soccer *m»h« in Jordan,” Dr. 
Hamdan added. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


IWSF thanks Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Youth Saleh Irsheidat received a 
letter from Aubrey Sheena, president of the International 
Water-Skiing Federation (TWSF), congratulating him on tbe 
success of the water skiing competition which was held in Aqaba 
Nov. 28-Dec. 2. Fifty-five participants from 13 countries took part 
in the competition which France won followed by Switzerland in 
second place and Britain in third place. 


Iraq to hold annual soccer event 


BAGHDAD (R) — Baghdad has decided that Iraqis should 
remember tbe Gulf war every year through a “Mother Of All 
Battles” Soccer Championship. The first 150,000 dinar ($15,000 
at black market rates) “Mother Of All Battles” Championship 
was won in September by Iraq’s leading club, A1 Zawraa. News of 
the -decision to make the championship an annual event was 
carried Monday by the rating Baath Party newspaper, Al-Thawra. 
Tens of thousands of Iraqis were killed in the war over Kuwait 
which pitted Baghdad against a multinational U.S.-led coalition. 
Iraq called its fight against the allies the “mother of all battles.” 


Magic touched by Abdul Jabbar’s offer 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) — Magic Johnson said Sunday 
night he is deeply touched by former teammate Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar's desire to return to the NBA to promote AIDS 
awareness. “First of all, words can’t describe my feeling toward 
his gesture and his love and his wanting to get behind my cause 
and my fight against the virus and the AIDS disease," Johnson 
said before the Los Angeles Lakers’ game with the Sacramento 
Kings, “for him to do that makes me feel good.” Abdul Jabbar, 
the NBA’s all-time leading scorer who retired from the Lakers in 
1989, said Saturday he’s considering a comeback to dramatise 
Johnson’s fight against AIDS. Johnson said foe 44-year-old 
former Lakers centre can only decide for himself if he's capable of 
contributing to an NBA team. “When Kareem talks about doing 
something, he will know if he can do it,” Johnson said. “If he 
knows he can’t do it, he will back away from it. If you're talking 
about 10 or 15 minutes a game, he’s just as good as anybody's 
backup right now.” Johnson, who retired from basketball on Nov. 
7 when he announced he has foe virus that causes AIDS, worked 
out at foe forum before Sunday night's game and took his 
customary place on foe bench during tbe contest. 


Krabbe may miss European championships 


ROSTOCK, Germany (AP) — German sprinter Katiin Krabbe 
said she was likely to miss foe European Indoor Championships 
next year and will race in only a few meets before tbe summer 
Olympics. Krabbe, who won the 100-and 200-metre titles at the 
World Championships in Tokyo earlier this year, told foe Ostsee 
newspaper she planned to ran in only four or five meets before 
the Barcelona games. She said she was unlikely to take part at the 
European Indoor Championships in Genoa. Italy, Feb. 28-March 
1. Krabbe said her greatest rival, Meriene Ottey of Jamaica, was 
capable of running every 100-raetre race under 11 seconds when 
foe is in good shape. “I can’t. That’s why I am going to prepare 
for one high point in 1992” — the Olympics, Krabbe was quoted 
as saying. 


IT U)0N T HIT YOU 
IN THE STOMACH IF 
YOU'RE CAREFUL... 


/ WE SERVE THE \ 
SMALLEST STEAK ' 
ANDTHECHEESIEST 
-» c&kinitfiru J 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 17, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Give 
your full attention to any responsi- 
bilities you have assumed, espe- 
cially recent ones, and discharge 
them efficiently and safeguard 
your reputation with those who 
mean the most to you. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid 1 asking any favours of a 
friend in the early morning but 
later you are able to get out in tbe 
world and achieve much of value 
before important meetings. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now have some highly effec- 
tive means by which you are able 
to convince one in power that you 
are the one who can strive career 
problems. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
secret anxiety can trouble you ear- 
ly but go out in the world of new 
ideas and make new contacts in- 
stead of mulling over the same 
troubles. 


scheme of things so instead be sun 

that you do find the tasks most 
suited to your talents. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
that does nece ssi t ate using aO that 
inspiration to gain your aspiration 

is just great after a slow early stan. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a point to show you 
are the one who does value meat- 
bers of your family and discuss 
with them ways and means to have 
your joint affairs better han dle 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you warn 
to do that means rearranging some 
present interests so that you can 
gain the good will and active bdp 
from usual allies. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for the means by 
which to qmedy organise your 
affairs so ypu gel the respect of. 
those dose to you in business and 
personal matters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now axe in tbe position to give your 
best talents to please both friends 
and partners with whom there has 
been some points of differences. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have a new idea early that 
just does not fit into your present 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you have it hi 
your power to do lots of work oa 
some property or business matters 
that can yield you large returns 
that can bring you more security. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can have a happy day 
if you get cut bad bmaour that 
seems to permeate you as you 
awake in the roo ming so make 
appointments for recreation 
tonight. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you are able to find-tfae 
many sources of tensions which 
exist between you hnd'those dose 
to you and to eliminate them in 
secret huddles. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





“My pancakes are light and 
fluffy. The secret ingredient 
is helium!” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ANBOT 



PRET 


YAWMID 


TUILGY 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer was a 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AWFUL OXIDE WORTHY VOLUME 



Answer. He's been so anxious to make a living that he's 
forgotten this— HOW TO UVE 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Cinema canine 
5 Music sections 
10 Noun suffix 
14 Stage play 


10 Owner ot 1A 

17 Marsh bird 

18 Lost calf 

19 Heb. lyre 

20 Lure through 


laaa an 


22 Loss ot rank 

24 Effective means 
of enforcement 

25 Criticize 


(everything) 

27 Repentant 

29 Shade tree 

30 Good pilot 
33 Pickled 

35 Sunoimded land 
39 Was brutally 
frank 

42 Singing group 

43 Mar 

44 Jabber 

45 Voice vote 

47 Acid in temper 
49 Satisfies 

52 Gone 

53 Triste” 

57 Destroying 

59 Declared untrue 

60 Car 

81 Tennis tie 
63 "Speak softly 
and carry — 
Stick" 

B4 Noisy dosing 

65 Kind of beam 

66 Hawaiian goose 

67 At this pomt 

68 Singer John 

69 Eng. festivals 


aaau a 


aaaa 


■ anaaai 

anisiM 

mu aMHBfn 


01991 Tribune Merita E 
** hOt«a ReaeriM 


DOWN 

1 Advantage 

2 Guttered 

3 Rich cake 

4 is In store 
for 

5 Calf left by Its 
mother 


6 Sound of 
surprise 

7 Heat wave 

8 Stranger 

9 Appear 

10 Structural 

11 Polite negative 

12 Thief 

13 Makes (money) 
21 Picked 

23 Night bird ' 

25 Trim 

28 Actor 
McOowaH 

29 Bring out 

30 Suitable 

31 Cowardly 
one 

32 OT prophet 

34 Solar-lunar time 
difference 
38 Withdrawn 

37 Grassland 

38 Sixth 
sense 

40 Needing 

company 


Yesterday's Pterin SoJwri: 


nncin 

SKEHS nraorn nnon 
iiinnn nnnn 
nnHnrifiiniGnn nnran 
nnnnnn 
nnrnnn 

KHSS 0 rannnnnnn 
n E?!3§r. ranR on nmnn ; 
□cignrannn rannnns 
nnnnun 

RRBH nnnn nnnnn 
RSSS nnnfn wunrcnl 
tngniT) nmnn orannn 


4i Chutzpah 
46 Residue 

48 Bonza’a food 

49 hide 

■jO As — i (usually) 

51 Mongol 

52 Actor Ryan 


' 54- Defamatory 
•• statement 

55 Large net-: - 

56 Moves graft 
58 FB4raanr'..V 
58 Actor Bruce 
62BosfriessYff 
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Sterling Pound' 

1-SJ5* 

1.6199 

Deutsche Mark 

I.5S95 

1.5644 

Swiss Franc - 


1.3936 

French Franc ‘ 



Japanese Ten 



European Cumuy Unit 

1.2625 
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Currency- 

J MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

4. SI 

mm 

4.43 

4. 50 

Sterling Pound 

10.56 


10.43 

10.25 

Deutsche Mark 

9.5 0 

9.43 

9.5£ 

9.37 

Sate Franc 

S.1Z 

s.oo 

tsm 

7.S7 

French Franc . 

9.75 


9.75 

9.43 

Japanese Yen 

6.31 

5.73 

5.76 

5.5* 

European Currency Unit 


HUB 

m 

mm 


Date: 


F6, If/91 


Metal 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

LSD-Oz 

JD.'Gm 

Gold 

359.65 

6.S5 

Silver 

3.66 

.064 


' 21 Kmm 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BaQetin 

Date: 


?*. If/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 



Sterling Pound 

I.Z345 


DeuUche Mark 

0.4T49 

0.4310 

Swiss Franc 

0.4S59 

0.4565 

French Franc 

0.1256 

0.1262 

Japanese Yea* 



Dutch Guilder 


0.3627 

Swedish Krona 

0.1175 

0.1179 

Italian Lira 0 

0.0566 

0.0571 

Belgian Franc 


■SUM 


- Pit IN 

Other C u rrenc i es 


Date: Ip/ 12/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.77 40 

1.7630 

Lebanese Lira" 

0.0770 

0.0777 

Saudi .‘Riyal 

0.1 610 

0.1616 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1S42 

0.1650 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2170 

Omani Riyal - 

1.7400 

HES3HH 

UAE Dirham 

0.1642 

0.1SH j 

Greek Drachma' 

“0750 

KfittHH 

Cypriot Pound 

l.SObO 

1.5170 


■ Ptf IN 

CAB Indice s for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

14/12/91 Clirse 

15/12/91 Out* 

All-Share 

126.56 

129.44 

Banking Sector 

106.76 

106.56 

Insurance Sector 

m.OJ 

127.97 

industry Sector 

161.13 

160.66 

Services Sector 

143.39 

142.49 


uaccmba- 31. IWB = in 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.8222/32 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1415/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.5810/20 

Dentscheraarks 

1.7820/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.3967/77 

Swiss francs 

32.51755 

Belgian francs 

5.3925/75 

French francs 

1192/1193 

Italian tire 

128.55/65 

Japanese yen 

5.7700/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.2150/2200 ' 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1500/50 

Danish crowns 

^ One ounce of gold 360.00/360.50 

U.S. dollars 


Yen seems on road for a readjustment 


Tokyo steers economy for balanced 
growth through a gradual slowdown 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's economy 
is slowing, but this is pan of a 
move toward more balanced 
growth after a period of exces- 
sively high growth. Japan's cen- 
tral bank chief said Monday. 

“It is the process of the eco- 
nomy being adjusted or being 
normalised ... and is desirable," 
Bank of Japan (BOJ) Governor 
Y as us hi Mieno told Retuers in an 
interview. 

He said Tokyo must make a 
greater effort to stabilise the now- 
strong yen to help cut its huge 
trade surplus. 

“The yen rate should reflect 
fundamentals. Japan needs to 
make a greater effort to stabilise 
the yen in the direction of a firm 
tone." he said. 

Mr. Mieno made the remarks 
at a time when Japan's economy, 
which has achieved an annual 
growth rate of around five per 
cent over the past four years, is 
losing steam, while its trade sur- 
plus is again beginning to surge. 

Growth in gross national pro- 
duct (GNP), the broadest gauge 
of the economy's health, slowed 
to an annualised rate of 1.6 per 
cent in the July-September quar- 
ter from a 2.8 per cent gain in the 
previous three months. 

Japan's trade surplus in 
November nearly tripled to $6.56 
billion from $2.24 billion in the 
same month a year ago. 

Mr. Mieno said Japan's eco- 
nomy was expected to keep slow- 
ing for the time being, but was 
unlikely to suffer a major down- 
turn. 


“The economy still retains its 
underlying strength.'* he said. 

Asked about the central bank's 
monetary policy management. 
Mr. Mieno said: “We will watch 
various conditions at home and 
abroad, while monitoring effects 
of past easing measures." 

Last July, the BOJ moved to 
reverse its tight monetary stance 
by cutting the discount rale by 0.5 
percentage points to 5.5 per cent. 
In November the rate, the fee the 
centra! bank charges on its loans 
to commercial banks, was trim- 
med again, to five per cent. 

Mr. Mieno said both corporate 
capital investment and consumer 
spending, a primary engine of the 
latest economic expansion, were 
expected to remain strong, which 
in turn will help to sustain the 
economy in the coming months. 

Referring (o recent falls in 
Tokyo stock prices. Mr. Mieno 
said a sluggish stock market 
would normally have some im- 
pact on the real economy by 
affecting corporate financing. 

“In this regard, we will keep a 
close watch on the market." he 
pointed out. 

In general terms, he said, local 
stock price movements are un- 
likely to have a major negative 
impact on the economy. 

Commenting on Japan's lop- 
sided trade surplus, Mr. Mieno 
said a stronger yen would basical- 
ly help correct external imba- 
lances. 

Asked if a sharp appreciation 
of the yen was needed to address 
the surplus. Mr. Mieno said: "It 


would be problematic if the yen 
was weak and stable. But that 
does not mean that adjustments 
should be made with the yen 
appreciating all the way." 

Mr. Mieno declined comment 
on specific levels of the yen 
against the dollar. 

The dollar has been trading at 
around 130 yen recently. 

He said a basic cure for in- 
creased surplus in Japan's current 
account balance, which measures 
trades in both goods and services, 
is for Japan to maintain sustained 
economic growth based on 
domestic demand and open mar- 
kets. 

The undertone of Japan's cur- 
rent account surplus has been 
unchanged m volume terms for 
the last several years, he said. 

Following the 1985 Plaza 
accord, Japan has transfromed its 
economy into one driven by 
domestic demand, Mr. Mieno 
said. 

Under the accord, major na- 
tions including the United States 
and Japan agreed to drive down 
the value of the U.S. dollar 
against the yen and other West- 
ern currencies to help correct 
global trade imbalances. 

In value, Japan's current 
account surplus rose nearly 525 
billion in the first 10 months of 
this year from a year earlier, but 
in volume, exports fell sharply in 
calendar 1986 and 1987 and 
almost balanced with imports in 
1988. Mr. Mieno said. 

“The surplus is nothing surpris- 
ing. Now it’s going back to a 


normal figure after too good a 
performance," he said. 

Economists said Monday that 
recent remarks by government 
leaders suggest the Bank of Japan 
will cut the official discount rate 
in the first quarter of 1992 to 
prevent the economy from slump- 
ing- 

Following an urgent meeting 
with aides Saturday, Prime Minis- 
ter Kiichi Miyazawa stressed the 
need for stimulative monetary 
and fiscal policies in the next 
fiscal year, starting April 1, 1992. 

The prime minister, concerned 
over the uncertain outlook of the 
economy, plans to take "pump- 
priming'' measures by the end of 
the year, Japan's Kyodo News 
Service quoted sources dose to 
Mr. Miyazawa as saying. 

“There is talk among govern- 
ment leaders that domestic eco- 
nomic growth is worse than they 
thought," said Masaru Takagi, 
chief economist with the Fuji 
Research Institute Corp. 

“The BOJ will come under 
pressure from the Miyazawa 
administration to cut the discount 
rate to 4.5 per cent from the 
current five per cent as early as 
January," he said. 

“The BOJ will resist govern- 
ment pressure for January but 
will be compelled to cut the rate 
in mid-March." said Akiyoshi 
Takumori, an economist at Mit- 
sui Taiyo Kobe Bank Ltd. 

The average time lag between 
the second and the third discount 
rate cuts by the BOJ in a credit- 
easing cycle in the post-war 


period was about 15 weeks. Mr. 
Takumori said. 

Following five rate increases 
between May 1989 and August 
1990, the central bank lowered 
the discount rate to 5.5 per cent 
from six per cent in July 1991 and 
to five per cent in November. 

Mr. Takagi said he expected 
cabinet ministers to “fine tune" 
their public assessments of the 
economy's health to better reflect 
the downside of the economy and 
pave the way for an early rate cut. 
- Last month, the government's 
Economic Planning Agency 
(EPA) emphasised that the eco- 
nomy has been slowing. 

On Thursday, Mr. Miyazawa 
told a parliamentary panel that 
Japan should manage its econo- 
mic policy with the object of 
preventing growth from slowing 
further. 

He said the employment rate 
was high but personal income 
could fall if overtime and part- 
time jobs declined. 

On Friday, EPA Minister 
Takeshi Noda told the budget 
committee of the upper house of 
parliament that there was a gap 
between official assessments of 
the economy and what consumers 
and businessmen think. 

Finance Minister Tsutomu 
Hata told the same committee 
that stimulative measures were 
“not now appropriate” for the 
Japanese economy, because they 
could have a negative impact on 
domestic prices and labour condi- 
tions. 

Economists said the govern- 
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ment would have to take fiscal 
action in the next fiscal year. 

“Increases in government lend- 
ing and investment would help 
companies raise funds for capital 
spending without pushing up in- 
terest rates," Mr. Takumori said. 

Vice Minister of Finance 
Hiroshi Yasuda said earlier this 
month that his ministry may con- 
sider helping the domestic eco- 
nomy by boosting government 
loans and investment if necessary 
in the 1992/93 fiscal vear. 


Indebted developing countries likely to 

live with high real interest rates for a long time 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank warned Sunday that 
the $1.3 trillion Third World debt 
problem was far from over and 
urged rich nations to move quick- 
ly to forgive more developing- 
countiy debt. 

“The debt burdens of a large 
number of the poorer countries 
remain unsustainably high." the 
bank said in its annual review of 
developing-nation debt. 

While the level of Third World 
debt has held roughly unchanged 
over the last year, that figure 
masks a steep rise in the obliga- 
tions of the world's poorest coun- 
tries, it said. 

Some middle-income debtor 
nations, particularly those in 


Latin America, have been able to 
take advantage of the so-called 
Brady initiative to reduce their 
foreign debt. 

“Those that have come to the 
party have had a very good 
time,” World Bank chief eco- 
nomist Lawrence Summers told a 
news conference. “The problem 
is that so far it hasn't been a very 
large party.” 

The initiative, unveiled some 
"three years ago by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady, only 
applies to debt owed to interna- 
tional creditor banks, not to rich 
nation governments. Poorer 
countries, particularly those in 
Africa, owe most of their money 
to governments, not to banks. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Shares prices closed higher in dull, flat trading which 
brokers blamed on political uncertainty and the approach of the 
festive season. The All Ordinaries index closed 7.1 points higher 
at 1,605.2. 

TOKYO — Shares zigzagged in aimless trade to close moderately 
tinner. Brokers said there were few incentives to buy. The 
225-share Nikkei average dosed 81.77 points or 0.36 per cent 
higher at 22,836.67. 

FRANKFURT — With brokers showing a marked reluctance to 
buy before the turn of the year, small sell orders were enough to 
push the market lower. The 30-share DAX index closed 5.45 
points lower at 1,552.89. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares ended a dull session tittle changed. The 
all-share Swiss Performance Index fell 0.3 point to 1,029.5. The 
SMI index of leading shares added 1.1 points to 1,622.5. 

PARIS — Light institutional buying of select blue chips propper 
up French shares prices at the end of an otherwise lacklustre day, 
locking in modest gains at the dose. The CAC-40 index finished 
up 8.53 points or 0.51 per cent at 1,696.80. 

LONDON — Share prices failed to recoup early losses sparked by 
a Confederation of British Industry (CBI) survey showing that 
manufacturers saw no sign of an economic upturn early in 1992. 
Profit- taking and thin volume cut 10.8 points off the 100-share 
Financial Times-Stock Exchange index, which ended at 2,440,8. 
NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks held most of their gains at 
midday. The Dow Jones industrial average rose on some 
programme buying and was up about 15 points at 2,929. just off its 
high for the day. 
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Britain is pushing ahead with a 
plan — the Trinidad terms — that 
would effectively allow poor na- 
tions to reduce their officials debt 
to foreign governments by about 
two-thirds. 

The World Bank said that plan 
would offer many poorer coun- 
tries a realistic chance to being 
able to service their remaining 
debts and enjoy better economic 
times. ' But a fewna'fions, includ- 
ing Mozambique, Somalia and 
Sudan, would require even more 
relief, it said. 

Although the United States 
backs the plan in principle, it has 
been hamstrung from joining in 
by legislative guidelines set down 
to contain its burgeoning budget 
deficit. 

Washington though was able to 
lead the drive this year to halve 
the official debt of two lower 
middle-income countries, Egypt 
and Poland, rewarding one for its 
cooperation in the Gulf war and 
the other for its embrace of 
democracy. 

The World Bank urged that 
other such countries with big 
official debts, including Morocco, 
Nicaragua and the Philippines, be 
given a chance to obtain compa- 
rable relief. 

It said that the near-term out- 
look for developing countries 
hinges largely on the economic 
performance of the industrial 
world next year. 

“The consensus view is that 
major ... economies ... will show 
a weak recovery in output in 
1992,” the bank said. “But the 
preponderance of the risk now 
appears to be on the downside." 

It said that all indebted de- 
veloping countries will probably 
have to live with high real interest 
rates in the coming decade be- 
cause of competing demands for 
fends from the Gulf, the Soviet 
Union and eastern Europe, in- 
cluding the former East Ger- 
many. 

It estimated that the extra de- 


mand from those areas will 
amount to about $100 billion per 
year. All other things being 
equal, that means that real inter- 
national interest rates after taking 
account of inflation will need to 
be about one percentage point 
higher than otherwise. 

But the World Bank said it 


does not expect those extra de- 
mands to crowd out developing 
countries and prevent them from 
raising funds, unless they are 
barely creditworthy. 

Mr. Summers said the problem 
was not so much the overall 
quantity of money available for 
investment in the' 1990s. but its 


allocation. 

Too much money during the 
1980s was used to build office 
buildings in the world's richest 
nations, and not enough went to 
the construction of factories in 
developing countries where the 
population is growing the fastest, 
he said. 





HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
PROJECT NO. 30-4857-39-7 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF TWO WORKBOATS 

’The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman, Jordan invites the 
interested manufacturing companies to tender for the supply of two (2) 
workboats which will be operated along with harvesters in the camallite 
pans at the Potash facilities near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea, 
about 200 km north of the port of Aqaba. 

Manufacturing companies interested in tendering for these two (2) 
WORKBOATS can purchase the tender documents from the company’s 
head offices at the address shown below. The cost for this tender package 
shall be JD50. — non-refundable. 

Messrs., 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 

P.O.Box 1470, 

Shmeisanl 

Amman 

Fax No.: 03-377131 Potash 
Tlx No.: 23910 Potash Jo 
Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
or 03-377121-23/Site. 

One (1 ) original and three (3) copies of each bid are required. Each copy to 
be submitted in two (2) separate envelopes for technical and commercial 
purposes. 

Closing date for submitting this tender will be 12:00 noon, .February 25, 
1992. 

AY. Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd n 


FOR RENT 

First floor flat, 320 metres in area Consists of 3 bedrooms. 
3 bathrooms, wide salons and kitchen, glassed porch and 
balconies. Around 5th Circle, Um Utheina. Furnished or 
unfurnished. 

Pte. call 814653 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 

SHMEISAN1 FOR RENT 

Modem, three bedrooms in excellent and clean shape. New paint, new 
wall-to-wall carpet, excellent finishing. Located close to shopping aid 
office areas west of the Professional Associations Complex. The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with lull servic es: he at, ruining water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone. Other specifications include targe 
living-dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 662882 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL 667171 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

GENERAL MANAGER 

A major international transport company has a 
vacancy for a general manager. Requirements 
are: 

1-Age below 35. 

2. College education preferably in business 
administration from a well-known university. 

3. Sales background/experience. 

4. Fluency in written & spoken English. 

5. Ability to motivate/lead. 

6. Good knowledge of Amman’s market. 

7. Self motivated/hard worker. 

If you qualify please send your C.V. together 
with a passport-sized photo to: 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 830388 
Amman - Jordan 

All applications must be received before 25/12/91. 
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Yeltsin rules out nuclear strike 


without commonwealth approval 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin said Monday that 
heads of member-states of a new 
commonwealth, formed to re- 
place the Soviet Union, would 
have to be consulted before any 
Soviet nuclear weapons could be. 
fired. 

He also told reporters after 
four hours of talks with U.S. 
Secretary of States James Baker 
that there would be “strict export 
control’' over Soviet nuclear tech- 
nology. 

Mr. Baker, who is concerned at 
the danger of nuclear conflict as 
the Soviet Union breaks up, said 
that during the talks Mr. Yeltsin 
and his team provided “quite a 
bit of specific detail involving 
questions of nuclear safety and 
control." 

Soviet Defence Minister 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov took part 
in the talks on Mr. Yeltsin's 
Russian republican team in a sign 
of the diminishing influence of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Asked about the question of 
control of the nuclear weapons, 
which is a major concern of the 
West, Mr. Yeltsin said: 

“In an emergency there will be 
discussions among the heads of 
state, with the supreme comman- 
der- in -chief of the armed forces, 
and the final decision to launch 
these forces or to use them may 
be taken only after these con- 
sultations.” 

Mr. Gorbachev is formally 
commander-in-chief of the Soviet 
Armed Forces, though senior 
Russian officials have called on 
him to pass on his authority “in a 
civilised manner.” 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk last week proposed a 
“three-button” system under 
which all three founders of the 
Commonwealth of independent 
states — Russia, Ukraine and 
Byelorussia — would have to 
press a button simultaneously to 


launch nuclear weapons. 

Foreign intelligence service 
chief Yevgeny Primakov subse- 
quently dismissed the ideas as 
“nonsense,” saying it could never 
work. 

Mr. Yeltsin, seeking to calm 
Western fears, reiterated that the 
commonwealth members would' 
carry out their pledge to form a 
joint command over the Soviet 
Armed Forces, with their 30,000 
nuclear weapons. 


“We plan to sign a treaty, a 
defensive alliance that would pro- 
vide for a supreme joint com- 
mand of the armed forces on the 
basis of the forces of the Ministry 
of Defence,” he said. 

“We also further agree to joint- 
ly exercise control over aU ex- 
isting nuclear installations with a 
view to achieving maximum safe- 
ty,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

He said the four republics 
where nuclear weapons were de- 
ployed — the three common- 
wealth founders plus Kazakhstan 
— would join the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty. 

“Three of them will eventually 
become non-nuclear states, with 
the exception for the time being 
of Russia.” be said. 


He said there was agreement 
that arms reductions under ex- 
isting treaties would proceed with 
U.S. help. 

Mr. Yeltsin also raised with 
Mr. Baker the question of U.S. 
independent of Russia as an inde- 
peonent state as well as the idea 
of Russia taking over the Soviet 
Union's seat on the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

Mr. Baker was later meeting 
Mr. Gorbachev, whose attempts 
to preserve the Soviet Union 
have looked increasingly hopeless 
since the new commonwealth was 
announced on Dec. 8. 

Mr. Gorbachev has suggested 
that aspects of the new grouping 


could be blended with a new 
union treaty, combining consider- 
able republican autonomy with a 
continuing central authority. 

Republican leaders have re- 
jected the idea. 

Mr. Yeltsin's status as the new 
number one in Moscow was 
underlined by the fact that he met 
Mr. Baker before Mr. Gorbachev 
and by his welcoming the U.S. 
delegation in St. Chaterine's Hall 
in the Kremlin, traditionally the 
preserve of Soviet leaders. 

Parliament in the southern Re- 
public of Kazakhstan began de- 
bating a declaration of independ- 
ence Monday, a spokesman for 
its press office said by telephone 
from Alma-Ata. 

A positive vote would leave 
Mr. Yeltsin's Russia as the only 
one of the 12 Soviet republics not 
to declare independence since the 
August’s failed hardline coup in 
Moscow. 

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev has been a strong 
supporter of Mr. Gorbachev’s 
attempts to hold the crumbling 
superpower together. But he and 
the leaders of the four Central 
Asian republics agreed m princi- 
ple Friday to join the new com- 
monwealth. 

Mr. Yeltsin is on the verge of 
losing a major political ally in his 
own back yard as he works to 
raise foe new commonwealth of 
independent states from the rains 
of the old Soviet Union. 

Moscow Mayor Gavriil Popov, 
one of the country's leading re- 
formers and a Yeltsin ally, said 
the late Sunday that he would 
resign because of disputes over 
economic reforms with Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s Russian government and the 
city council. 

Mr. Popov told reporters Mon- 
day be would quit “by the end of 
the year.” A Popov spokesman 
said it is not clear whether City 
Council Chairman Yuri Luzhkov, 


second in lfne to the mayor, 
would succeed Popov, but city 
laws say new elections must be 
held in three months. 

Asked whether be would con- 
tinue to support Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. 
Popov said “that's not an easy 
question" and refused further 
comment. Mr. Popov’s departure 
could trigger more defections 
from the ranks of those who have 
supported Mr. Yeltsin since his 
1989 political comeback and 
backed him during the failed Au- 
gust hardline coup. 


The importance of Mr. Popov’s 
decision was underscored when 
the- announcement topped Soviet 
and Russian newscasts late Sun- 
day, overshadowing the arrival of 
Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Popov, explaining bis deci- 
sion to quit the post to which be 
was popularly elected in June, 
told Russian Television: “I can’t 
work under conditions when I am 
unable to put into effect what I 
promised ray electorate.” 

Mr. Popov made the 
annooncenent during a meeting 
of the Democratic Reform Move- 
ment, a coalition founded this 
year to oppose the now-discre- 
dited Communist Party. Radio 
Moscow quoted Mr. Popov as 
saying city and Russian legislators 
“are opposed to the privatisation 
of trade and housing" in Moscow. 


But many of Moscow's new 
class of free marketeers level 
similar criticisms at Mr. Popov, 
saying he is still controlling some 
prices and complicating privatisa- 
tion of shops and housing. 

Others have scorned his many 
decrees, dubbing him “the demo- 
cratic dictator.” 

Rising crime as well as con- 
troversial appointments to the 
higher ranks of the city fkxlice 
department also have dogged Mr. 
Popov since he became mayor of 
this dtv of 9 million. 


U.S. says 
all nuclear 


arms in 


S. Korea 


removed 


SEOUL (R) — The United 
States has completed its with- 
drawal of nuclear weapons from 
South Korea, a senior South Ko- 
rean government official said 
Monday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, declined to say 
when the last weapon was with- 
drawn but his statement was the 
most definitive to date that the 
expected withdrawal had been 
completed. 

U.S. officials here were not 
available for comment. Washing- 
ton's long-standing policy is to 
neither confirm nor deny the 
existence of U.S. nuclear 
weapons in South Korea. 

According to earlier U.S. and 
South Korean news reports, the 
U.S. arsenal including about 100 
nuclear weapons stockpiled at 
Ktinsan Air Base, 180 kilometres 
south of Seoul. 

The South Korean official said 
a senior U.S. defence official in 
charge of disarmament came to 
Seoul a few days before talks last 
week between the premiers of 
South and North Korea to discuss 
die nuclear issue on the peninsu- 
la. 

During those talks. South Ko- 
rean Premier Chung Won-Shik 
proposed to the North that if the 
Koreas agreed to scrap nuclear 
fuel reprocessing plants, simul- 
taneous inspections be conducted 
of military and civilian facilities in 
both areas that are selected by 
the other side as a “pilot pro- 
ject.” 

“The simultaneous pilot in- 
spection of the Kunsan Air Base 
in the South and Yongbyon facili- 
ties in the North, which was 
offered by our side during the 
premiers' talks, was a U.S. offer 
delivered by the U.S. official,” 
the official told Reuters. 


“The proposal for the ex- 
change of the pilot inspection 
directly means that Washington 
has already completed the with- 
drawal of its nuclear arms from 
South Korea,” be said. 

Mr. Chung specifically men- 
tioned Kunsan as a candidate for 
northern inspection. He said the 
South would choose Yongbyon 
and Sunchon Air Base. 

North Korea has been sus- 
pected of developing nuclear 
weapons at its secret research 
facilities in Yongbyon, 90 
kilometres north of Pyongyang. 


A Foreign Ministry official 
confirmed that Ronald Lehman, 
director of U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, vi- 
sited Seoul from Dec.. 6 to 9 and 
met South Korean Defence 
. Minister Lee Jong-Koo and Vice 
Foreign Minister Yoo Chong-Ha. 


Russia: Germany and Chile 
must solve Honecker case 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia showed 
signs Monday of wanting to wash 
its hands of former east German 
leader Erich Honecker, saying it 
would not arrest him and calling 
;qd Germany and Chile to find a 
[solution. 

| Mr. Honecker, facing man- 
slaughter charges in Germany, 
has taken refuge in the Chilean 
embassy in Moscow since last 
Wednesday when Russian au- 
thorities ordered him to leave the 
republic or face expulsion to Ger- 
many. 

Russia, which has made clear it 
wants Mr. Honecker oat of die 
country, gave him until Monday 
to leave. 

But Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, describing the 
situation as a stalemate, told the 
Russian Information Agency 
(RIA): “Russia will not use force 
against Honecker. He can leave 
the Chilean embassy and will not 
be taken into custody, because 
there are no legal grounds for 
doing so.” 

Mr. Kozyrev said that as for as 
he knew, Chile would not expel 
Mr. Honecker from the embassy. 

“(In that case) Russia has no- 
thing to do with this," be said. 
*Tt’s a matter for Germany and 
Chile.” 

Chilean Interior Minister Enri- 
que Krauss told a local newspap- 
er Sunday that Santiago would 
not force Mr. Honecker to leave 
the embassy despite a formal 
request from Bonn. 

Mrl Kozyrev hintedtbat a North 


Korean offer to take Mr. Hon- 
ecker to Pyongyang for medical 
treatment might be the best way 
to solve the problem. 

Mr. Honecker, 79, was flown 
secretly -to Moscow -in a Soviet 
military plane last March to-aVoid 
trial for the shooting of east 
Germans attempting to flee 
across the border before German 
unification. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher said 
Sunday he trusted that promises 
be had received from Russia to 
send back Mr. Honecker would 
be upheld. He did not elaborate. 

“We are in constant contact 
with Russian. Soviet and Chi- 
lean authorities. Our position is 
quite dear — we want Honecker 
to be returned to Germany,” an 
official at the German embassy in 
Moscow said Monday. 

Mr. Kozyrev described Rus- 
sia’s position as complicated. 
Whille it had to fulfil its obliga- 
tions to Germany, he said there 
were also humanitarian consid- 
erations, pointing that Mr. Hon- 
ecker had threatened to commit 
suicide if deported. 

“Only the German authorities 
can decide whether to take com- 
pulsory measures on the return of 
Honecker to Germany,” RIA 
•quoted Mr. Kozyrev as saying. 

North Korea said Saturday it 
would accept Mr. Honecker on 
humanitarian grounds and 
appealed to both the Russian and 
Soviet foreign ministries for 
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Salonga joins opposition, 
attacks Aquino policies 


MANILA (AP) — Deposed Sen- 
ate President Jovito Salonga de- 
clared Monday he has joined the 
opposition and criticised Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino for mis- 
handling the country’s foreign 
debt and land reform. 

Last Thursday, 13 of the 23 
senators ousted Gen. Salonga 
from his post, which be has held 
since 1987. They elected Sen. 
Neptali Gonzales, head of pro- 
Aquino Struggle of the Democra- 
tic Filipino Party, as his succes- 
sor. 

Gen. Salonga claimed the vote 
was illegal but later accepted a 
compromise under which he 
will step down effective Jan. 1. 

Gen. Salonga beads the Liberal 
Party, which was part of a loose 
coalition of pro-Aquino political 
parties during the 1987 congres-' 
sional elections, the first since the 
late President Ferdinand Marcos 
was overthrown in a popular re- 
volt in 1986. 

“There have been many poli- 
cies of the Aquino government 
that I do not conform with,” Mr. 
Salonga said during an interview 
over private GMA Television. 
“We have been in the opposition 


quite a long while already, but 
this (ouster as senate president) 
will be the formal break of the 
liberal Party.” 

Gen. Salonga said Mrs. 
Aquino mismanaged the coun- 
try's foreign debt, saying that it 
had increased from $26 billion 
when Marcos was ousted to about 
S29 billion. 

“The error in the handling of 
our foreign debt problem is the 
assumption that this is a banking 
problem only and we have been 
sending bankers as negotiators,’* 
be said. “In my opinion, there is a 
moral dimension and there is a 
political dimension to this prob- 
lem.” 

He said the government should 
not pay alleged fraudulent loans 
that benefited Marcos, citing the 
loans that went to the $2 billion 
nuclear plant. The Aquino gov- 
ernment has mothballed the plant 
for safety reasons but continues 
to pay interests on the loans while 
it seeks to nullify the transaction 
in a U.S. court. 

“I do not think we are under 
any obligation to pay loans that 
are heavily tainted with fraud,” 
be said. 


Blast hits 


British 


railway 


LONDON (R) — A bomb ex- 
ploded on the track near one of 
Britain’s busiest railway junctions 
early Monday morning just mi- 
nutes after all London's main rail 
stations were dosed following a 
bomb threat. 

The blast came amid a pre- 
Christmas firebomb blitz by the 
Irish Republic Army (IRA), 
fighting to end British rale in 
Northern Irleand. 

A police spokeswoman said a 
“small device” had exploded on 
the track near Scrth London's 
Clapham Junction but there had 
been no injuries. 

Commander George Churchill- 
Coleman, head of the police anti- 
terrorist branch, urged the public 
to be espedally vigilant.” 

Trains were diverted from Lon- 
don’s main-line stations, causing 
travel chaos as the morning rush 
hour got under way. 

British Rail said eight stations 
would remain dosed while they 
were searched for bombs and 
urged commuters not to travel 
while the security alert was in 
force. Underground stations at 
the main-line termini were also 
dosed. 

A spokesman for the Transport 
Police said: “A bomb threat was 
made to all London stations and 
we are taking it seriously.” 

A rail traveller who saw the 
explosion was on board a train 
bound for London's Victoria Sta- 
tion, which stopped only a short 
distance from the blast. 


Fighting rages on as Croatia 


appeals to U.N. for recognition 


BELGRADE (R) — New fight- 
ing flared in Croatia on Monday 
after the rebel republic renewed 
appeals to be recognised as an 
independent state and Serbia 
warned Germany that recogni- 
tion would stoke the conflict in 
Yugoslavia. 

Croatian radio said the Croat- 
held city of Osijek in eastern 
Croatia came under artillery fire 
overnight, damaging houses and 
cutting off electricity. 

It reported battles in villages 
around Karlovac, 40 kilometres 
southwest of the Croatian capital 
Zagreb, and in villages near the 
Adriatic port of Zadar. The re- 
ports could not be independently 
confirmed and gave no details of 
casualties. 

European Community foreign 
ministers were meeting in Brus- 
sels to discuss recognising Croatia, 
and the neighbouring Republic of 
Slovenia, both declared inde- 
pendence on June 25. 

Germany has said it will recog- 
nise the two republics by Christ- 
mas, ignoring appeals by the Un- 
ited States, the United Nations 
and Croatia's arch-rival Serbia. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman urged the U.N. Security 
Council Sunday night to drop 
opposition to recognition. 

In a message to U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
Mr. Tudjman promised peace 
and cooperation with the five 
other republics of “ex- Yugosla- 
via” and appealed for peacekeep- 
ing forces to be sent urgently to 
Yugoslavia. 

“It is in the interests of a lasting 


peace that we send this message 
of peace to the U.N. secretary 
general, world states and states- 
men together with an appeal to 
the U.N. Security Council to re- 
consider its recommendation re- 
garding the recognition of the 
Republic of Croatia,” Mr. Tudj- 
man said. 

The Security Council agreed 
unanimously Sunday to send ab- 
out 20 civilian and military obser- 
vers to Yugoslavia. 

Serbia, which wants Yugosla- 
via to remain a federal state, 
stepped up its opposition to rec- 
ognising Croatia. It praised 
efforts by other countries to 
oppose Germany’s moves, which 
it said would increase the vio- 
lence in Yugoslavia. 

“Stopping one destructive war 
on our territory could mean stop- 
ping a war on an even wider scale 
and with more tragic consequ- 
ences,” the Serbian newspaper 
Politika said Monday. 

Yugoslav Vice President 
Branko Kostic said at the 
weekend that his country would 
retaliate if Germany recognises 
Croatia, but gave no details. 

Germany's ambassador, Hans- 
Joerg Eiss, is due to leave Bel- 
grade on vacation Tuesday and 
the embassy is operating at about 
half-strength in what diplomatic 
sources say is a precaution in case 
Serbia or Yugoslavia retaliates. 

The ambassadors of Austria 
and Hungary — two of about a 
dozen countries which may be 
ready to recognise Croatia once 
Germany does — have already 
returned home on vacation. All 


three ambassadors say they ex- 
pect to return to Belgrade. 

Peace and a full peacekeeping 
force seemed distant prospects. 

The German government will 
decade Thursday to recognise the 
breakaway Yugolsav Republics 
of Slovenia and Croatia as inde- 
pendent states, government 
sources said Monday. 


The sources, speaking at the 
party congress of Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's Christian Democrats 
in Dresden, said the political de- 
cision would be taken at Thurs- 
day’s cabinet meeting, the last 
before Christmas. 

Formal recognition would take 
tiie form of a letter from Presi- 
dent Richard Von Weizsaecker, 
Germany’s head of state, to the 
beads of state of the two repub- 
lics. 


Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Genscher said Monday that 
Bonn’s plans to recognise Croatia 
and Slovenia enjoyed broad 
backing in the European Com- 
munity. 

He said Germany and France 
would put a checklist of condi- 
tions for granting recognition to 
EC foreign ministers meeting in 
Brussels Monday. 

“After the adoption of this 
catalogue, we must then establish 
whether the republics accept this 
catalogue,” he told a radio inter- 
viewer. 

“That could happen in a few 
hours, so that the way for recog- 
nition could be open by the mid- 
dle of the week,” Mr. Genscher 
said. 


Hun Sen: Peace process faces crisis 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
Cambodian peace process faces a 
political crisis over power-sharing 
demands by a guerrilla leader, 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen 
said Monday. 

He said the crisis was provoked 
by Son Sann, leader of the U.S.- 
backed Khmer People's National 
Liberation Front, a small, anti- 
communist faction, who had cal- 
led for the country's reconcilia- 
tion body, the Supreme National 
Council (SNC), to take on gov- 
ernmental funrtions. 

“The SNC is facing a political 
crisis,” Mr. Hun Sen said. “The 
crisis comes from Son Sann de- 
manding the SNC to become a 
government and civil administra- 
tion.” 

The prime minister was speak- 
ing to reporters after a one hour 
meeting with Australian Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans. 

Mr. Hon Sen said there talks 
were dominated by his concerns 
about the role of the SNC. 

“He (Son Sann) proposed to 
have sharing of powers among 
SNC members as if the SNC is a 
government,” Mr. Hun Sen said. 
“I stressed the SNC is not a 
government aud Mr. Evans 
agreed with me,” be said. 

“The Paris agreement does not 


mention the SNC is a govern- 
ment,” he said, referring to a 
peace settlement signed in Octo- 
ber. “I have to state we will not 
accede to the request of Mr. Son 
Sann.” 

The Paris pact signed on Oct. 
23 by the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment and the Khmer Rouge- 
dominated three-faction guerrilla 
alliance which had fonght to oust 
it said the SNC would represent 
Cambodian sovereignty until 
United Nations-supervised elec- 
tions oould be held. 

While the Paris agreement 
would allow the U.N. a signifi- 
cant role in running key Phnom 
Penh government ministries, 
Cambodian head of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk and Mr. Hun 
Sen have indicated they do not see 
a major administrative role for 
the U.N. in directing ministries. 

Phnom Penh maintains the 
treaty recognises it, in fact, as the 
government over 90 per cent of. 
Cambodian territory. 

Mr. Hun Sen said he told Mr. 
Evans the U.N. Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC) 
should be deployed as quickly as 
possible and he offered to de- 
mobilise 70 per cent of ins army, 
as called for by the treaty, before 
next April. 


UNTAC, which will eventually 
number 10,000 peacekeeping sol- 
dies and administrators, is sup- 
posed to disarm belligerents, 
maintain a ceasefire and super- 
vise tiie elections. 

Mr. Evans said Monday he 
would use his three-day visit to 
Cambodia to stress the need to 
accelerate tiie peace process. He 
said be wanted to see the SNC 
and UNTAC functioning soon. 


“We want to get the SNC 
organised and in place. We want 
to get UNTAC on the ground as 
fast as possible and I hope my 
visit will help in that respect," he 
said soon after arriving in the 
Cambodian capital. 

Mr. Evans spoke briefly to 
reporters before meeting Mr. 
Hon Sen. 


“I feel a sense of real exhilara- 
tion, of real delight to be back 
here in Cambodia,” he said. “It’s 
my first visit since 1968. I was 
here for a few days as a student 
before the honor swept over this 
country. 

“I have a very strong sense of 
affection for this country and the 
people, and a little sense of pride 
that we in Australia have helped 
in our own way to help tiie peace 
process take place.” 


iti deputy killed during unrest 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — A 
wave of violence swept Haiti, 
fuelled by rumours of the possible 
return of exiled former President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and an 
alert by the military forces that 
overthrew him last September. 

Parliamentary sources said a* 
legislator was killed and the homes 
of two others were hit by arson ’ 
attacks, but few details could 
immediately be obtained. 

Bursts of automatic weapons 
fire were heard throughout tiie 
capital and in the northern city of 


Cap Haitien. 

Monday is the first anniversary 
of the election that made Mr. 
Aristide — a populist priest sup- 
ported by the island's poor — the 
first democratically elected presi- 
dent in the island’s history, and 
tension has mounted as the 
anniversary neared. 

Fears of further violence were 
aroused when a clandestine radio 
station broadcast a list of alleged 
left-wingers and appealed to for- 
mer members of the dreaded 
Tonton Macoute militia, who 


terrorised Haiti during the former 
Duvalier dictatorship, “to elimin- 
ate them within 72 hours.” 


“We ask all Tontons Macerates 
to mobilise... we have 72 hours to 
clean up the city,” said a message 
transmitted on a frequency used 
for pro-Aristide broadcasts since 
his overthrow in a Sept. 30 milit- 
ary coup. 


Hie high-powered Macoute 
transmissions, first heard Satur- 
day, drowned out the pro-Aris- 
tide broadcasts. 


India denies talks with China one-sided 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasiinha 
Rao denied Monday that his talk* 
with -.Chinese Premier Li Peng 
had left New Delhi without tangi- 
ble gains despite its support for 
China’s rale over Tibet. 

The two countries stuck to 
their known position in the talks, 
Mr. Rao told reporters a ceremo- 
nial send-off to Mr. Li. “Reitera- 
tion of one’s position does not 
mean giving anything away,” he 
said. 

A joint communique, issued 
soon after Mr. Li left, said China 
expressed concern at the activi- 
ties of Tibetan refugees based in 
India. 

“The Indian side reiterated its 
long-standing and consistent posi- 
tion that Tibet is an autonomous 
region of China and that It does 
not allow Tibetants to engage in 
anti-China activities in India,” 
the communique said. 

Newspapers have suggested 
that Mr. Rao repeated the con- 
cessions on Tibet's independ- 
ence, which India had once sup- 
ported, without gaining anything 
in return. . 

There was no mention of Kash- 
mir in the communique, the 


northern state bordering China 
and Pakistan where India is fight- 
ing an insurgency by Muslim mili- 
tants. 

The insurgents have demanded 
independence or union with 
Pakistan, with whom China has a 
long-standing relationship. 


The .Statesman newspaper said 
in an editorial Monday that De- 
lhi’s refusal to condemn Chinese 
aggression in Tibet “can only 
make it an object of ridicule.” 
“Genuine friendship implies 
the right to differ on issues with- 
out being hostile. New Delhi* 
must make it clear that Tibet and 
Tibetans must not be forgotten,” 
the respected independent daily 
said. 


aside their still unresolved dis- 
pute on the location of their 
coramon border and concentrate 
on other issues. 

The joint communique said 
peace would be maintained and 
the two armies would stick to 
their current positions until a 
final settlement is reached after 
discussions. 

Mr . Li said the two sides 
should strive “to resolve other 
issues and achieve comprehensive 
development in relations in die 
political, economic, scientific and 
cultural fields.” 


But, like the border issue, 
Tibet has been pushed into cold 
storage as the two nations strive 
to improve on areas of common 
interests. 

Diplomats and analysts said 
rapid changes in the world bad 
forced the two countries into, 
patching up their relations, espe- 
cially since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 


China and India, the two most 
populous nations in the world, 
have long eyed each other with 
suspicion. They fought a brief 
border war in 1962 and relations 
were frozen until 1988. when then 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi visited Peking. 

Mr. Li’s five-day tour was the 
first visit to India by a Chinese 
head of government since i960. 

On Sunday, Mr. Li said India 
and China had decided to put 


Mr. Li departed amid tight 
security in the Indian capital, a 
constant feature of his visit 
prompted by daily demonstra- 
tions by Tibetan refugees protest- 
ing Peking's rule of their Hima- 
layan homeland. 

More than 500 Tibetans were 
arrested in protests around a re- 
fugee camp in a northern Delhi 
suburb and near the Chinese 
embassy during the visit. 


The joint communique said In- 
dia and China should work for a 
new international order, where 
economic development is held 
paramount for political stability. 

“In the absence of economic 
development there will be no 
genuine peace and stability in the 
world," it said. 


Around 100,000 Tibetans fled 
to India after an abortive 1959 
uprising against Chinese rule led 
by their spiritualleader, the Dalai 

I-ama. 


The Soviet Union was Indian 
major trading partner, arms sup- 
plier and diplomatic ally. The 
collapse of communism there has 
deeply worried China, now foe 
only major country left still com- 
mitted to the ideology. 

“These guys are feeling a bit 
left out and the world sitnation, 
espedally in the Soviet Union, 
had pushed the two*’ , countries 
into patching up their relations,” 
said one Asian.', envoy. 



Motorcycle Dolte^^ 
to rush S. Korean . * 


Wfiaii : y 

students to exam* 

SEOUL (R) — More thari^ 
police motorcyclists wffl ’ 
ployed around Seoul uuj 
Tuesday to rush tardy 
through traffic jams in 
their college entrance 
cions, newspapers said.' 
congestion always peaks' 
day of the annual 
written test for university 
cants, Sunday newspapers^ 
Anxious parents ring caSiC;; 
gates or flood to temples 
churches, praying for 
tion success. The right 

— — ' careers tS"" " 



makes or breaks 


affects marriage prospects; 


tnally. no sacrifice is ajnskfced; ■- 
too great to get one’s oBbo^* -K 
through the crucial test, 
ment offices, banks and ' j 
companies will open up one-L, . 
later, at 10 a.m. (0100 C&fjv-jjl F 
Tuesday to give candidates”^- ^ : 
dear run to the campuses:' - 


Scorpions sting 
Kremlin with - 
hit song 




'•-■■v'.'lS 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Hie Genaa^,' 


heavy metal group ScbipwE 7 ;^ 
rocked the Kremlin with a pritefe i, ■ ? 
performance of its hit song ^Wttf ^ 
Of Change after giving Mlkitf C: 
Gorbachev $62,500 in humanfoXV. 
rian aid. Mr. Gorbachev said 
money would be used to Wf'yfl 
equipment for children’s hospa- £, - 
als, the Interfax News Agctty Zj, 
reported. Scorpions singer Hm 
Meine said the group composed 
the song after playing ia 
Soviet Union in 1988 and 
and being inspired by the 
ing political changes in theepa^V-- _ 
try. Wind Of Change became 
group’s most successful song, 
ing to the top of the char& jfr 
eleven countries and 
No. 4 on die billboard tist oftigrf t 
100 top singles in the ^ ; . 
September, Scorpions ' 

corded it with Russian lyrksafid^, 
promised to donate all proceed® 
from that version to the 
Relief Fund. The five-memtej^ 
group gave Mr. Gorbachev 
checks, each for 50,000 dcutsd*; 


marks ($21,250), represen ting tli 


first installment of the soogft 




earnings. The group also 
Mr. Gorbachev and his 
Raisa, framed golden 


the record. After the Gorb»te»7t^ 
had left the Kremlin recqjfioc^' 
ball, ffie band whipped out tea- 1 


electric guitars and performetB&s^ 
song for journalists and pnaade^j^* 

*“"■ _ ■ Jl 

Luxury millionaire^ 
call-girl rings 
cracked 



PARIS (AP) — Police have;&-J^i 
mantle d two luxury «aH-prl nnp ?a 
that served' aging milfiouanesi^ 
prices ranging from I2,000 7 'to- 1 h 
120,000 francs ($2,220 toj *t 
$22,220) and beyond, the 
paper Le Monde reported Frida*? & 
The alleged ringleader, IsaacSd: ; ^ 
lam, known as “Monsieur^*®?? % 
lair” or “The Baron, " has ted % 
charged with procu rem ent, £ 
newspaper said. The c ..rinflt, [ i 
m ade up mainly of non-FrteCk * 
models working for extra mteijfc k 
served a clientele that indnd^ toi “ ^ 
Arab prince, a British press * 
nate and a French busmessr'; */ t 
firing in Africa, accorcfingtaL^ < 
Monde, which quoted * 

dais. The ring was cracked after* . r 
four-month investigation 4 fWfc. I 
spanned fro m Europe to the^V ^ 
ited States, the daily &&& ^ 
quoted sample prices as J; 
francs for an hour, 120,000 frateMP 
for a night up to 500,0001^^ 
(about $92,600) for a dtetf 
weekend. Police said the 
brought in the higest safS-^k 
money in memory for sadr/*L^ 
operation, Le Monde wrote 


Titian ‘Venus’ - 
painting fetches / 
year’s highest pir^* 

LONDON (AP) — . Apeinte^^ 
Venus and Adonis by TitianM 1 ?® 



auctioneer 

te e high est price paidtitey^^fi 
a work of art. The pamtipti?^ 


second version of the 
played in the Prabb JL_ 

Madrid, was purchased at- 
*’s by London de^ras.^^S^ 
Gooden and Fax 

New York deafer, 
Smckmain. The . London 
declined to say wiiere the „ 

mg, dated 
trod. Sosan 

***** die previous- higfc , 
y«r was $6.05 mHHon£ 
muhon) for Degas* 

It was auctioncd by 
June in London. ~ ; 






